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_. TO PRESBYTERIANS, 
GHURCH IN THE UNITED. STATES. 


 @hristian Brethren,—Kt is in vain to hope for 
peace: in. our beloved church, as long as 
discordant, and feelings so excited in 
the relative claims of ecclesiastical 


and voluntary associations, as have re- 


if 


.. In reference to this subject there 
me to be faults on both sides; faults 
» if carpied- to the extreme, and pressed 
the zeal, which we have often witnessed 


partizans on both 
controversy. ay meaning shall be 

stated with ‘all plainness candor. I have 
reason, then, to believe, that there are many min- 
istera and members of the Presbyterian church, 
who conscientiously of the opinion that the 
church, as such, that is, by her appropriate judi- 
eatories cannot conduct the missionary enterprise, 

-- onthe education of youth for the gospel ministry 
hany advantage; that she ought not to attempt 

it; that every thing of this kind can be more easi- 
and far better done, by voluntary associations. 

' And, ingly, it is their earnest desire, if I 
understand their wishes and aims, to combine the 


whole evangelical influence, throughout the Uni- 


ted States, especially the undivided strength of | 


the Presbyterian and naan churches, in 
national institutions, for conducting the mission- 
ary and education causes, independently of all 
_ecclesiastical judicatories. And, for the attain- 
' ment of this object, they are desirous, unless I am 
deceived, of takin seen thing of this kind out of 

. the hands of the ine Assembly; or, at least, 
of so am ating the Boards of ‘ Missions,” 
one of ion,”’ of the Assem- 
wi ‘corres ing volun associa 
as to divest the of all 
character, and make them, if not tributary to the 

_ Jatter, at any gate so connected with them, as to 
implicate their movements very essentially, with 


_the will of national and i onsible institutions. 
And hence those who adopt these views are some- 


times too ready to stigmatize all such plans and 
measures as have fdr-their object the establish- 
ment, or the invigoration of ecclesiastical boards, 
*“high-church” plans, and those wha’ favour 
them, as ‘*high-church men ;”’ who are rather 
sticklers for a party, than liberal and magnani- 
mous friends of the eemer’s kingdom. 
I am far from charging the brethren who enter- 
tain these opinions and wishes with having sinis- 
raims, or with pursuing their object by unhal- 
wed means. Qn the contrary, I consider them 
as truly pious men, who verily believe that their 
most in accordance with the 
catiss of God, and best adapted to expedite the 
conversion of the world. I allow them, in short, 
. the-wsame candour and honesty of purpose that I 
elaim for myself. Yet I can by no means con¢ur 
- ‘with themr in opinion. They go to an extreme 
“from which both judgment and conscience compel 
me to draw back. | 
On the other hand, there are some warm 
friends of ecclesiastical boards, who appear to 
me to go to the opposite, and an equally injurious 
extreme. They believe, if I’ understand them, 
that all voluntary associations, from the circum- 
stance of their not being responsible to any eccle- 
siastical authority, are dangerous, and ought to 
be disco | st | suppose that all measures 
for sending the to the destitute or training 
candidates for the holy ministry, ought to be con- 
ducted by the church alone, in her appropriate ca- 
pacity, in conformity with her laws, and on a 
lan subject to her control. It is not only the 
| Fines of the Church, in their opinion, to take 
the lead in all these measures ; but they go further 
and maintain, that measures of this kind which 
are not subjected to her authoritative direction, are 
so liable to become irregular, and even lawless, 
that they are quite as likely to issue in evil as in 
; and, therefore, that no member of the church of 
ist ean wisely or safely aid such associa- 
tions either by his money, or his influence. Some 
ef the most enlightened and pious ministers and 
members ef our Church, it ie well known, enter“ 
tam these opinions, and take a corresponding 
ground, especially in relation to the “* Home Mis- 
sionary. Society,” and the ** American Education 
Society.” They foresee many dangers as likely 
to arise from the growing influence of these insti- 
tutiogs; and, of course, consider every degree of 
patronage extended to them, es so much thrown 
into the Scale of real, though not intended, hostili- 
to the Church. 
With those who cherish these feelings, it is as 
! le for me to concur as with those who go 
tothe ather extreme. Their zeal for the truth, and 
for the purity of the church; and their vigilance 
in-waerning and- guarding against even possible 
are certainly commendable. ut that 
they carry their apprehensions and jealousies al- 
together too far ;—much further than either justice, 
olicy warrants, I cannot help feelin 
pe And hence, from the course whic 
they think it their duty to take in relation to this 
matter, I am constrained entirely to dissent. It 
is true, Ihave no doubt, as before stated, that 
« there are individuals in the Presbyterian church ; 
sand individuals of no small worth and influence, 
who do really entertain the opinions, and aim at 
object, which their brethren impute to them. 
They do wish either to put down ecclesiastical 
doards, as such, or to subject them to some system 
of controling connexion with their favorite Volun- 
tary Associations. And they do honestly believe 
that in striving to accomplish this object, they 
‘are most effectually promoting the interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom... Yet the number of these 
-mistaken partizans, is not, in my 4 ween so great 
as many imagine; and if it were, the true way to 
counteract them, is, by no means, that of denoun- 
cing, and endeavouring to depress voluntary as- 
sociations, as such; but by employing all lawful 
means to infuse new life and activity into eccle- 
fSiagtical boards; and by making it manifest, 
while we support with zeal our own denomination 
_ that we regard with a benevolent eye every insti- 
tation which honestly raises the banner of Christ, 
and appears in any wise adapted to extend his 


a ox view which I take of the whole subject is 

this. Every church, that is, every separate de- 

homination of Christians, as such, owes it to her 

— in heaven, and to herself, to propagate, by 
fair 


‘and lawful means, and as extensively as 
possible, that system of truth and order which she 
‘believes is found in the Holy Scriptures. This 
is, undoubtedly, one of the grand purposes for 
which the Church was instituted; that is to main- 
‘tain and extend the true religion. \ 

‘believes‘her doctrine, worship and disci- 

-pline to be agreeable to the will of Christ,—which 

i is i y to: timo- 

py in their favour; to defend them against all op- 
posers; and to extend the knowledge of them b 
all the means in power. {n fact, every churc 


or sound 
rsuad 


‘ 


| blindly attac | 
‘| herdistinctive testimony as a church. She ought 


-| less ought she, with fierce 
| any sinister, or unfair means whatever, to attempt 


nesses”’ for Christ. 


And if she 


in her essential: character,—in her ecclesiastical 
capacity—as. a..Mrssionany ann Epueation. So- 


éct puri to spread abroad to. every crear | 
tare, the doctrines: and institutions. of 


Jesus Christ; and to take measures for raising up 
well qualified: and faithful men for orming this 
work. ‘These things, as is perfectly manifest 
from Seripture, are not. only the appropriate duty 
of the church; but they constitute her PRINCIPAL 
puty. She ought not, indeed, to. be bi ly or 
to those peculiarities which form 
not to indulge an ve, cer weg spirit; far 
an 


fiery zeal, or by 


to enlarge. her borders. But still itis her duty, 


by all honest, honourable, and Christian means, to | 


endeavour to propagate “ the truth as it is in Je- 
sus,” among all whom she can reach. And Iwill 
add, that Church which contributes largely of the 

iary means which God has given her, to- 


wards the propagation of the Gospel, and yet gives 
prevailed, conti to i to be} 
rovell, own hands, to an irresponsible body or bodies ‘of 


the application of these means entirely out of her 


men, who may or may not employ them for the 
support of genuine evangelical truth and order ;— 
may be pious, zealous and active ;—but surely 


cannot be considered as faithful in sustaining her 


own confession and testimony as a body of “ wit- 
I am aware that some call 
this “* sectarianism,”’ and “ high church”’ doctrine. 
But those who thus stigmatize it, show that they 
understand neither the authorized meaning of 
terms, nor the nature of Christian duty. Such 


persons would, undoubtedly, if they had lived in 


the first century, have —— the same charge 
against the Saviour himself, and his inspired 

ostles. For they constantly enjoined it on the 
churches to which they wrote, to * hold fast the 


form of sound words which they had received ;” 
to “ contend earnestly for the:faith once delivered 


to.the saints,”’ against ‘all gainsayers ;”” and to 
“‘keep the ordinances as they had been delivered 
unto them.” 

It is beautiful, indeed, and truly edifying, in 
this day of multiplied sects and parties, to see the 


disciples of Christ acknowledging the substantial 


unity of the visible church; to see them taking by 
the hand Christians of different evangelical de- 
nominations, as brethren in Christ; commun- 
ing with them, and joyfully co-operating with 
them in plans‘and efforts for the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. All this may be done with- 
out the sacrifice of asingle truth.or duty ; nay to 
the great advancement of Christian edification. 
But when those who profess to consider them- 
selves as *“* witnesses for God,”’ in the midst of a 
dark and unbelieving world, are willing to merge 
their testimony in that of the genera! undistin- 
guishing mass of nominal Christianity ;—to give 


‘up every point which discriminates between a pure 


and a corrupt profession; to break down eve 
fence which excludes error; and to pronounce all 
steady, consistent endeavors to maintain the gen- 
uine faith and order of the Gospel, ‘ sectarian 
bigotry,” or “high church intolerance ;””—they 
may greatly applaud themselves as patterns of ex- 
panded charity; but they rather deserve the title 
of latitudinarians; and so far as their influence ex- 
tends, are preparing the way for that false liberali- 
ty which really confounds truth and error, and 
generally terminates in the extreme of laxity and 
iudifference. 

So far, then, from seeing any solid objection to 
ecclesiastical boards, for spreading the Gospel, 
and for educating young men for the sacred minis- 
try; I think I see very obvious and powerful rea- 
sons why every denomination of Christians, as 
such, should have in constant and vigorous oper- 
ation a missionary system, for publishing and ex- 
tending the Gospel, according to their views of 
scriptural purity; sending forth itinerant preach- 
ers; disseminating books adapted to™inculcate 
what they deem sound principles; planting church- 
es of their own order; and thus, while they are 
ready and liberal in contributing to the cause of 
Christ in general,—bending their first and princi- 
pal efforts towards the tbe propagation of that pure 
system which Christ has committed to his Church 
to be maintained against all adversaries, and to 
be extendedas widely as possible. This is what 
all denominations around us are professing to do, 
and we commend them for it. And when the 
teachers and rulers of any church neglect to do 
this with constancy and zeal, they are #pfaithful 
to the body of which they are the appoi guar- 
dians; unfaithful to the Master who has called 
them to their office; and unfaithful to the great 
purpose which the visible Church was founded to 
accomplish. I repeat it—as I read and understand 
the Bible, I am constrained with unwavering con- 
fidence, to pronounce, that however numerous, 
powerful and active other missionary associations 
around her may be, every church—unless she 
would forget her PRIMARY DUTY, ought to consider 
herself as constituted by Christ a 
RY AND EpvucatTion Society, for the express pur- 

ose as far as means are possessed, of evangeliz- 
ing the world; and, as one essential instrumentality 
for accomplishing this object, to raise up an able 
and faithful ministry. is object she is, no 
doubt, bound to pursue with unwearied zeal, until 
the Church shall fill the world. 

But, on the other hand, I am quite as well per- 
suaded that voluntary associations, for benevolent 
and pious objects, and among the rest, for spread- 
ing the Gospel, have been eminently useful; 
may still be eminently useful; and ought by 
no means to be denounced or opposed. They 
may do much in their appropriate sphere, 
which cannot, perhaps, be accomplished by any 
other means. They may enlist as zealous and 
active co-adjutors, many whom, possibly, no ec- 
clesiastical body could attract or engage. They 
may gain access to persons and places which no 
ecclesiastical board could so well, or even at all, 
reach. Their movements, precisely because they 
are irresponsible and unshackled, may be emi- 
nently characterized by extent, popularity and vi- 

our. And they may even benefit ecclesiastical 
by provoking them” to warmer zeal and 
more extended effort. I have, therefore, cor- 
dially rejoiced in the existence, for example of 
such a body as the ‘‘ American Home Missionary 
Society.”? Iwasa hearty friend to its institution ; 
became, as soon as practicable, one of its life- 
members; have contributed to its treasury since; 
and mean to do so, if Providence permit, again. 
I have, therefore, been glad to witness its prospe- 
rity ; and cannot for a single moment, doubt that it 
has been eminently useful. Such has ever been, 
and is now, my estimate of this important Socie- 
ty. My first and warmest affection I acknowledge, 
is given to the General Assembly’s ‘ Board of 
Missions,” as the organ for strengthening and ex- 
tending that Church which I verily believe to be 
the purest and most apostolical on earth. To that 
Church I consider my al and peculiar devo- 
tion as due. Just as I suppose that every father of a 
family owes his first atteniion and solicitude to 
his own household, to which he is, of course 
bound by peculiar ties. He who has solemnly 
joined himself by formal vows to a particular 
Christian denomination, because he professed to 
think it nearer the scriptural model than an 
other; and yet feels himself under no special obli- 
tion to consult the welfare and advancement of 
chat denomination; must labour under some gre- 
vious intellectual or moral obliquity. To call a 
man “ bigoted,”’ a ** sectarian,” or a ** high-church- 
man,”’ because he decisively p#efers to all others 
the church to which he has solemnly pledged his 
menibership and his affection; and to insist that. 
he is bound to- approve, and equally bound 
to sustain, all other denominations ;—is as perfect 
an affront to common sense, as it-is to every sober 
ecclesiestical ‘principle. No man ought to be 


eat Missiona- 


illing to hear the distinctive name of any parti- 
i cular h of the Church of Christ, without be- 


th 
clety.”” Much as I love the Assembly’s “ 

of Missions,”’ it does not by any means appear to 
me to supercede the value, and even the neces- 
sity of the great national institution just named. 
‘Fhere is ample room. for both. There is abun- 
dant need of both. I consider the Home Mission- 
ary Society as holding a most important place in 
the great operations of the present day, for the 
conversion of the world. Itis, therefore, my ear- 
nest wish, not only that it may live; but 
may grow and prosper; that it may ‘“ lengthen 
its cords, and s en its stakes ;’’ and become 
more and more a blessing to ourland. I would 
‘say, indeed, to all Presbyterians,—“ First, take 
eare of the “ Board of Missions’ of your own 
church. See that that board is well supported, 
ably conducted, and 
with the spirit of the Gospel, to promote its 
vigorous operation in its appropriate sphere. 
This, your relation to the Presbyterian Church; 
your virtual if not formal vows and en ents ; 
and your Christian honour all demand of you. 


mon honesty, to turn your bac 
boards upon which the extension and prosperity 
of the church may be said, under God, to depend ; 
and to give the main strength of your aid and 
counsel to bodies out of her pale 


ae which they would be willing should 
e made the principles of universal action. 

pose, then, all Presbyterians should neglect all 
the boards and institutions of their own church, 
and give their exclusive 
dies; would not the Pre 
languish and die? Can you as Presbyterians 


er’s kingdom than any other ?”’ 
But my exhortation would not end here. 


ciety. Itis enga 
low, contribute to them both; pray 


he feels specially char 
that portion of the visi 


will be secured.”’ 


untary associations may become animated 


barrass and enfeeble them. 


than useless. They are beginnin 


isted and accommodated by having more than 
board devoted to a given branch o 


agency of one alone. 


can scarcel 
and discre 


rangements of particular churches. 


wy it than by taking this course. 


safely dismissed. 


danger? 


tronage? Would not this be attemptin 


value ? . Would not this also be takin 
peculiarly adapted to exasperate part 


minish the strength and the usefulness of both 


subject. 
designs and the influence of volunta 


ness, and by entering into a generous Christian 
competition with them in the career of usefulness: 


object opposed, cannot fail to 


work of extending the Redeemer’s kingdom. 


take to decide. 


side. 


be found’ who are unwilling to 
‘than their own; but that their own should be precisel 
those which they are not willing to patronize. 


to do. 


ing resolved, while he extends his patronage and 
his prayers far beyond it, to make branch the 
y, wer 
alert of his first. ecclesiastical 
ut, nogwit ng my warm adherence 
dette, it by 


it by no my 
nst the ** American Home 


at it 


thing done, consistent 


If you do not deliberately prefer the Presbyterian 
Church to all others, why did you solenmly con- 
nect yourselves with it? And if you do so prefer 
it, how can you reconcile it with fidelity to your 
engagements—nay, with the — of com- 

s upop those 


Christians 
Pought not-only to do as they would be done 
by; but they ought also to act, in all cases, upon 


Sup- 


— to other bo- 
sbyterian Church soon 


then, be considered as acting a consistent or com- 
mendable part, if you abandon the appropriate 
institutions, of your own church, and prefer those 
which, though devoted to the general interests of 
religion, have not in view the enlargement of that 
ortion of Christ’s family which you profess to| 
lieve is purer, more scriptural, and better adapt- 
ed to promote the real prosperity of the Redeem- 


I 
would go on to say—‘* Having taken due care of 
your own Board of Missions, give efficient aid 
as far as possible, to the Home Missionary So- 
d in the same great and gene- 
ral cause with the board of your own church. 
Therefore, as far as your circumstances will al- 
for both; and 
endeavour to promote the strength and usefulness 
of both. It is the duty of every Christian, while 

with the interests of 
church with which he 
has joined himself, and specially bound to sustain 
and promote them;—to pray, and give, and la- 
bour for the prosperity of the whole body of 
Christ. This is the spirit of the Gospel; and 
the more perfectly this spirit is cherished, and 
carried into practice, the more individual edifica- 
tion, and the general enlargement of the church 


Some, indeed, have felt apprehensive that = 
such a spirit of mordinate ambition; may so mad 
croach, and grasp, and invade, as finally either to 
break down ecclesiastical boards; or so to in- 
terfere with their movements, as greatly to em- 
Of such attempts, 
and of such a result, it is believed there is 
much less danger now, than there was several 
years ago. The friends of ecclesiastical order 
and peace, in our church, even many of those who 
are most warmly attached to voluntary associa- 
tions, are beginning to see that forced amalgama- 
tions, or forced connexions of any kind, are worse 
to see that a 
eater number of minds will be likely to be en- 
one 
Christian ef- 
fort. They are beginning to perceive that a much 
greater amount of good will probably be done by 
the separate action of rival bodies than by the 
And they are gradually re- 
ceiving the impression that voluntary associations 

ea course more adapted to weaken 
their own power, than to interfere 
directly or indirectly, with the interests or ar- 
Certain it is, 
that if voluntary associations were bent on their 
own ruin, they could not more speedily accom- 
It is my be- 
ief, then, that, in the present state of the public 
mind, any serious apprehensions of danger from 
the encroachments of such associations may be 


But even supposing the danger to organized 
churches, from the ambitious interference of vo- 
luntary associations, to be ever’so real and formi- 
dable, what is the best method of meeting that 
Is it totally to decry such associations ; 
to declar war against them; and to endeavour to 
turn away from them all public support and pa- 
to put 
down an agency, which, though susceptible of per- 
version and abuse, is yet eminently powerful and 
capable, when wisely directed, of producing be- 
nefits to the church and the world, of incalculable 

a course 
eeling ; to 
divide the church ; and by protracted strife, to di- 


parties in the dispute? Such is my view of the 
If, therefore, my apprehensions of the |. 
associations 
were much more unfavourable than they have ever 
been, I should think it better, by far, to obviate the 
danger by treating them with respect and kind- 


rather than, by hostility, by denunciation, by ex- 
citing party prejudices and passions, which, even, 
if they should be effectual in — down the 

fill the church with 
conflicts altogether uncongenial with the hallowed 


When, therefore, I contemplate the state of feel- 
ing in the Presbyterian church in regard to the 
of Missions,” and the ‘“* Home Mission- 
ary Society,”’ I cannot help rejoicing that they 
both exist, and hoping that they may both long 
continue to flourish.” Some in our communion 
prefer one of those institutions, and some the other. 
On which side the majority lies, I shall not under- 
Suffice it say, that there is a large 
amount of piety, wealth and public spirit on each 
Many who are able to contribute largely to 
the cause of missions, will not give to the Home 
Missionary Society, because its constitution and 
responsibility are not ecclesiastical. While, per- 
haps, quite as large a number, ardently zealous for 
extending the Redeemer’s kingdom, will not give 
to the General Assembly’s Board, because its con- 
stitution and responsibility are ecclesiastical. I 
do.indeed marvel, not that Presbyterians should 
ive other boards 


t 
is only, however, with facts that I have at present 
The question is not, then, at present, 


which of these classes is right, or which is most 
worthy of encouragement :—but the question 1s, 
seeing they exist, and are likely to exist, how their 
diversity of views may be disposed of in the best 
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| spirit, and with the beat results 3 
desirab 


complish 
alone ? 


the cause of Missions ?”’ 
grading supposition. If there 
willing to utter lan 


mass of the most ze 


soever carried on. Let 


tion among us. 
frinds of each 


against us is for us.” 
be reserved for a future letter. 
peace may be with us! 


Princeton, Jan. 18th, 1833. 


irable that both. parties. should 
| That each should. have a treasury 


te. ibutions may he profitably 

mere 
Chitetian feeling will be likely to bp secured 
larger amount of funds célleeted ; more missiona- 


ries employed ; and a far greater sum of good ac- 
d, than by either board if it existed 


Is not 
e gratifi 
into which its 
cast? Is it not 


lai 
Pp nly 


rand 
harmony. 


Can there bea single friend of either Board so 
narrow minded, so swayed by party feelings, or so | 
exclusively devoted to party schemes, as to be capa- 
ble of saying—* Let our board flourish or none. | 
Let the contributions of those who are not willling 
to give to our body, be withheld altogether from. 
I cannot admit the de- 


be any who are 


age, or even to cherish a 
feeling of this kind, they will do well to examine 
anew whether they are actuated by the Spirit of 
Christ. Rather may we not hope that the great 
» Hes friends of each Board, 

respectively, will be ready to say—** Let the cause 
of missions prosper, and be extended, by whom- 
those who will not give 
to us, pour their liberal contributions into some 
other treasury ?’’ Such, I trust, is the spontane- 
ous decision of thousands who dgserve to be call- 
ed warm partizans in this controversy. And I 
am equally confident that the number is by no 
means small of those who, disregarding party 
feelings, and intent on promoting, as far as possi- 
ble, what ought to be the great object of every 
Christian, are ready to contribute to both boards, 
and to do all in their power to promote the effici- 
ency of both. Let this spirit prevail, and the mis- 
sionary cause will cease to be a bone of conten- 
Let this spirit prevail, and the 
rty may adopt with confidence the 
reply of Him who “spake as never man spake,” who 
when one of his disciples said, ‘* Master, we saw 
one casting out devils in thy name, and we forbade 
im, because he followeth with us,’ answered and 
said unto him, ** Forbid him not; for he that is not 


Other remarks on this important subject, will 


In the mean time 


let our prayers ascend that the God of love and of 


SAMUEL MILLER. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


in the eye of the law. 


may believe them to be. 
The noun Sectarian has very 


ent from the latter. 


which they differ. 


when brought into contact. 


selves Christians. 


Sectrarism—No word is used with more 
vagueness of meaning, by many in our day, than } 
the word *Sectarian.” It is, as employed by 
some, a term of reproach, importing that those to 
whom it is applicable, are narrow-minded, and 
deficient in Christian charity. 
where there exists an established religion, this 
word has a definite, and intelligible meaning. 
All who dissent from the religion of the country, 
and form ecclesiastical societies distinct from 
those established by law, may be denominated 
Sectaries. This is more especially the case, 
where the dominant religion is the Roman Catho- 
lic, which denies that any other denomination be- 
longs to the Christian church. In a country like 

8, however, where all religions stand on an 

al footing, so far as the civil government is 
concerned, there seems to be no propriety in call- 
ing any ecclesiastical body a sect, if this word is 
used opprobriously; for either all are sects, or none. 
In some of the older New England States, the 
laws required all men to pay, according to their 
assessed property, for the support of the Gospel. 
-If any one dissented from the religious belief of 
the majority in any town, it was necessary for 
him to designate the denomination and the 
preacher, to whom he wished to contribute. 
the great majority, in most places, were Congre- 
gationalists, they were called ‘the standing or- 
der;’? such as dissented were called Sectarian. 
In most of the United States, however, all reli- 
gious denominations are upon a perfect equality 
No one has a right to re- 
proach others as Sectaries, however erroneous he 


nearly 


In circulating the Bible, without note or com- 
ment, all Christian denominations may unite. 
The acknowledgment of the Scriptures as a di- 
vine revelation, is a point in which they all agree. 
We regret, therefore, as most unwise, the at- 
tempt to introduce into Bible Societies, any prin- 
ciples’ not acknowledged by all who call them- 
Having. once begun, it be- 
comes impossible to draw the line. When, how- 
ever, the attempt was made to form Missionary 
Societies, and Tract Societies, upon this catholic 
principle, inconvenience was soon experienced. 
However kind may be the feeling, mutually |. 
cherished, in such a case, by different denomina- 
tions, we are persuaded that in the general, it is 
most wise for each to manage its own ecclesias- 
tical affairs, without connexion with others. 
Harmony will be best preserved-in this manner, 
and the work will be most effectually done. 
This “‘ separate action’? of denominations, is by 
some considered * Sectarian,”” even when they 
interfere in no degree with others. We see 
nothing reprehensible in such a course. Indeed, 
every year’s experience is teaching us, that, leav- 
ing out of the question the pride of would-be ‘ Na- 
tional’ Societies, nothing is lost, but much gained, 
when each denomination forms its own plans, and 
pursues its own objects; still exercising charity 
towards others, and when opportunities offer, aid- 
ing them, and co-operating with them. 


,| Cigties, to perform the work, or régt 
fairs, which properly belong to ‘the church, and 
‘to her ministry. A set of zealous laymen, for ex- 
ample, possessed of wealth and influence in our 
large cities, may suppose they can achieve great 
good, by forming a society to send evangelists 
and exhorters, throughout the church, to stir up 
the slumbering clergy, and their flocks, and to 
Now we love 
to see laymen active and zealous; bat in their 
appropriate sphere. Let them not usurp the au- 
thority which is already delegated by the Head of 
the church, to its regular officers. If they wish 
to take part in this work, let them come regularly 
into the ministry. What we now allude to, is 
sober fact, and these are the persons, if any in our 
land, who deserve the name of Sectaries, in the 
proper sense. ‘These remarks apply to voluntary 
associations, for the promotion of religion or 
morals, only so far as they interfere with the: re- 


In countries 


As 


shouldered 
out the genuine English word Sectary, and in- 
deed has come to have a shade of meaning differ- 
It denotes, not the follower 
of some particular denomination, as all are who 
profess any religion, but one who is zealous for 
the interests of the body to which he belongs, and 
refuses to associate and co-operate with other de- 
nominations, in schemes of piety and benevolence. 
Now this may be right or wrong, reasonable or 
unreasonable, according to the nature of the ob- 
ject, which it is proposed to pursue. 
Christians ought, as much as possible, to ‘keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,” and 
to acknowledge as brethren, all who visibly be- 
long to Christ; so they should associate with 
each other in all matters, where there is no neces- 
sity for compromising their respective principles, 
or of coming into collision upon the points in 
If the attempt is made, to 
bring people nearer together than their religious 
opinions and customs will permit, the consequence 
will be contention and confusion, as particles 
which have no affinity often repel each other 


As all 


. 


| There is one kind of Spctariem, of which the 


which her leaders are bound to be on théir guard. 


promote the conversion of souls. 


gular operations of the church. 


truth !” 
OxrcoLampapivus, a little before his death, laid 


and expired. 


be against us?” 


heaven,” and died. 


Farewell, dear friends, farewell!” 


pired without a groan. 


the world can neither give nor take away.” 


LETTER OF THE REV. JONAS KING. 


taken. 
| similar papers, from our brethren at Princeton. 


quiry, in the ‘Theological Seminary, Princeton. 


will be presentéd in a year or two,”’ more 
able than at present. 
by the Grand Si 
Turks. 
north from the 


on the Greeks in Thessaly. 
up his voice on Pelion, and high Olympus. 


not say now. 
know better pr 
pects depen 


culty in establishing it. 
sible. 


that this field should, in a 
given into their hands ?”’ 


tion Crete, as a ve 


colle 
established, I should think it very 


ments. 


They ought, before going, to be thoro 


ing on abstruse subjects. 
hen I 


importance of some one’s standing 
down, 


be forgotten. 

The missionary cause is of glorious 
will eventually have glorious results. 
for a hard struggle. 


man of a martial spirit to think of a 


missionary soldier, while 
making inquiries about the 


Presbyterian church is in danger, and ‘against 


It is the combination of persgns in organized so- 
work, or régulate the af- 


his hand upon his heart, and said, ‘* Here is abun- 
dance of light.”” He afterwards repeated the for- 
ty-fifth psalm, adding ** Salva me, Christe Jesu,” 


Last Worps.—The last words recorded of 
LuTueEr are, “Into thy hands I commend my spi- 
rit. Thou hast redeemed me, oh Lord God of 


MELANCTHON raised himself upon his death- 
bed and exclaimed, “ If God be for us, who can 
Being then asked whether he 
wanted any thing, he answered ‘Nothing but 


The last words of Pergr Martyr were as fol- { 
| lows, “I expect life and salvation only through 
Jesus Christ. This is my faith and in this I die. 
Those who teach otherwise will God destroy. — of prayer, until it grows familiar, seldom 


‘I thank my God,” said Knox upon his death- 
‘bed, “ who hath given me the victory through Je- 
sus Christ, and I have a certain persuasion that 
Satan shall not be permitted to molest me any 
more in my passage to glory; but that I shall, 
without pain of body’or agony of soul, exchange 
this wretched life for immortality!” Being ask- 
ed whether he could hear the prayers which were 
offered, he replied, ‘* Would to God you all heard 
with such ears as I do! - And now Lord Jesus re- 
ceive my spirit!’ Being asked to give some 
sign of his assurance and peace in death, he way- 
ed his hands triumphantly towards heaven and ex- 


The last words of the judicious Hooxgr, were 
addressed to his physician: ‘* Good Doctor, God 
hath heard my prayers; for Il am at peace with 
all men, and he is at peace with me. From this 
blessed assurance [ feel that inward joy which 


The annexed communication will be read with 
interest by the friends of Greece, and of missions. 
It contains some highly important suggestions, 
with regard to the proper site for new missions, 
and the spirit with which they should be under- 
We shall rejoice to give a place to any 


Extracts from a letter of the Rey. Jonas King, to the 
Conumittee on Foreign Missions, of the Society of Jn-| 


—As to the prospects of Greece, it is impossi- 
ble to say what measures the new King, or his 
Regent, on his arrival, will adopt, and, conse- 
quently, I cannot conjecture whether an * opening 
vour- 
e Protocol is now signed 
or, and Greece, with limits 
sufficiently extensive, is free ;—that is, from the 
he boundaries, I believe, extend on the 
guiph of Volo to Arta. Should 
some one be stationed near the straits of Thermo- 
pyle, he might operate not only in Greece, but 
He might even lift 
He 
could have access to the people to almost any ex- 
tent, and might preach to them in the family cir- 
cle, and in schools—i hope the day will come, 
when I can add—and in churches—but this I can- 


—As to the prospects of Mars-Hill College you 
obably than I do, because its pros- 
entirely upon what my friends in 
America may decide with regard toit. If they 
will contribute the necessary funds, I see no diffi- 
if not, it will be impos- 


You ask ‘ whether the efforts of the Episcopal 
brethren are such as to render it really expedient 
eat measure, be 
To this, I should cer- 
tainly say Vo. The Church Missionary Society 
in England has good schools in the island of 
Syra, and the American Episcopalians ‘have two 
schools at Athens, and a printing-press; but 
nearly all continental Greece, and the whole of 
the Peloponesus, and the greater part of the is- 
lands lie open to whoever may have a mind to 
cultivate them; and, by the way, I would men- 
important station, though it 
is left under the ‘Turks.—Should the Athenian 
proposed by my friends in New York be 
desirable that 
there should be two or three American Professors, 
and those, men of the first rate talents and acquire- 


As to Persia, I would say, I have long con- 
sidered it one of the most interesting places in the 
world for a missionary ; and I hope it will not be 
long, ere some young Americans will occupy it. 
hly versed 
in Hebrew and Arabic, and men capable of reason- 


was in America, before Algiers had 
fallen into the hands of the French, I urged the: 
ready to enter 
that strong hold, so soon as the walls should fall 
also to make an exploring tour on the 
mountains of Atlas. I hope that country will not 


and 
t they 
who think of engaging in it, must arm themselves 
t is one thing for a young 


when he is sitting in his father’s house, int 
midst of friends and comforts, and another aetual- 
ly to take his knapsack and blanket, couch on the 
earth in the midst of snows and rains, live on 
scanty fare, and face the deadly foe. So the 
ee in college hall, 
to be occupied, 
the spiritual enemies to be encountered, may think 


speak from thee 


which I could hardly have anticipated. One 


| rally suitable to any of these en 


his heart quite , and after entering irito the 
service, feel disheartened, and secret’ 
wish that he had remained in the bosom of hig 
country. Still I may say, if I may be allowed ‘to | 

tience I have had for shout 


was m 
the hands have mee with wile 


and that on 


must therefore arm himself on the right hand and 
on the left. _ But in whatever part of the world he- 
may he, and in whatever cireumstagces, he:wilk | 
always find need of a great deal of patierive, and 
faith, and humility; and the more hé is weaned 
from this world, and has his affections placed on 
things above, the happier will he be in his work, 
whether in Arabia Felix, in Persia, or on the top 
of Atlas. I will only add—never let any desire | 
for honour or praise from men have the least in- 
fluence in your decisions with regard to the great 
object of your inquiries. ae 
am yours, very truly, Jonas Kine. 


Fer the Presbyterian. 
THE ABUSE OF PUBLIC PRAYER. 

I am one of those who believe thatthe services 
of the sanctuary ought to he in practice what 
they are’ in theary. I have little charity for 
men who are willing to pervert the solemn 
forms of public worship, with a view to stage ef- 
fect. Church-music I consider ag intended to 
praise God, and therefore not susceptible, without 
offenge to Him, of any other application. The 
reading of the Scriptures has for its only object the 
instruction af the people. And to come to the 
point at once, I look on public prayer as an ad- 
dress to the Most High, in the name and on 
behalf of a waiting people, for the fourfold purpose 
of confession, adoration, thanksgiving, and sup- 
plication. So long as the language used is natu- 
,» the prayer is 
properly expressed. But when from any cause 
the person who is leading the devotions of the con- 
gregation, goes beyond these limits, he is guilty 
of converting a most solemn service into awful 
mockery. iis sin which I have no doubt is a 


heinous one, is much more common than may be 


,at firstimagined. For the sake of giving definite- 
}ness to the reader’s thoughts, I shall confine my- 
self to two familiar instances. . 

| 1. The first is when the person praying under- 
‘takes to give his maker information, at Jength and 
in detail, respecting persons and events. This 


fails to prove revolting. It is equally opposed to 
taste ond reason. The idea of qumnaibeding 
knowledge to the Almighty is itself disgusting. 
He that teacheth man knowledge shall not he 
know?’ I have lately heard of a Christian min- | 
ister informing his Maker, while engaged in pray- 
er, that in a certain verse of a certain chapter it was 
} written so and so. . Though I do not vouch for the | 
correctness of the statement, I can readily believe 
it. I have witnessed such ipuheinedt ns to it 
with my own senses, that I feel no hesitation in 
assuming it as true. Need I offer any comment 
upon such a fact, or on the whole elass of pre- 
tended prayers which it exemplifies? I trow not. 
Their absurdity and sinfulness I trust, is ‘plain. 
enough. | 
2. "The other case is that in which the man who 
leads in prayer, so frames it as in fact to be ad- 
dressing not his Maker but his brethren. This is. 
sometimes called preaching in prayer; and is still 
more offensive than the other, inasmuch as it eon- 
verts the service more completely into mockery. 
The style in which this strange sort of preaching 
is conducted, will depend of eourse upon the in- 
dividual. . In its best form itis bad enough. In 
its worst it defies description. Those who have 
heard a strain of earnest exhortation, coarse invec- 
tive, or dull prosing, all itftended evidently for 
direct application to the hearers, and yet al pre- 
sented in the usual phraseology of prayer, must 
know how far such a style of supplieation tends 
to generate solemnity and tenderness of feeling, 


In the hands of such, and in 
subject, and subscribe mysel 


own, I leave the 
Your humble servant, ay 


PRIVATE LIFE OF SPENER. 

[From the “‘ Memoirsof Spener” a truly interesting vo- 
lume recently published By the American Sunday School 
Union, we take the following extracts relative to this distip- 
| guished and excellent man.] 
_ Spener’s domestic life was, in a literal sense, 
the constant practice of the Christian maxim 
‘‘ pray and LaBour.”” He commenced every im- 
portant business by calling upon God. As soon 
as he rose from the bed in the morning, and before 
he had lighted a candle, he did that, which, as he 
expres it, could be done without light; he 
for himself in private. He next assembled 

is family for morning prayers, in which he re- 
membered the rulers of the land, and many other 
countries, cities and reigning heads. He always ~ 
commenced and finished his meals with prayer ; 
he was sometimes accustomed to read aloud.a 
chapter from the Holy Scriptures before his meals, 
and after them to sing a spiritual song with his 
family. A public prayer in the evening always 
closed the day. In his aga prayers, Spener 
always interceded for his acquaintances and 
friends. “ But as he had too many to remember 
every one daily by name,-he divided them off by 
countries and provinces, and every day remember- 
ed the case of those living in certain districts be- 
fore God. For every one he prayed once a week ; 
for others oftener, and for his most beloved friends 
three times daily. Those from foreign lands, 
who sought him out and were entertained by him, 
he always dismissed with prayer. 

Spener possessed a clear and deep understand- 
ing, a sound judgment, and so quick and retentive | 
a memory that he needed to read overhis long — 
sermons only three times to know them accurate- 
ly. He had, moreover, a remarkable calmness 
and serenity of mind, which were irtterrupted 
neither by , hor hope, nor passicn; but which 
he maintained by ardent prayer, the breath, as he 
called it, of his spiritual life, and by a cordial ac- 
quiescence in divine will. His‘ constant 
cheerfulness of mind was no doubt one great 
cause of his excellent health, whieh was seldom 
interrupted, and of such sound sleep that he sel- 
dom dreamed, and only two or three times in his 
life did he spend a part of the night sleepless, 
and then on account of his solicitude for the 
chureh. He rose regularly at half past five, and 
on Sunday at four o’clock, sometimes tearing 
himself away from sleep by force. The whole of 
the forenoon he laboured without ceasing, very 
unwillingly, and only in the most urgent cases, 
permitting himself to be interrupted. Hedinedat — 
twelve o’clock, and after refreshing himself with . 
a little slumber upon his chair, he devoted the 
first part of the afternoon again to labour, and 
the latter to the reception of such persons as 
wished to converse with him. During conversa- 
tion, he was accustomdd to stand or walk, for the 
purpose of exercising his body. He supped at 
eight o’clock, and on Monday, W day, and 
Saturday, to save time, ‘alone in his own apart- _ 
ment. So frugal was he of time, that he visited — 
only twice in his life, and then fora few moments 
the garden behind his dwelling at Berlin. ‘The 
time devoted to writing wag if the same manner 


regularly apportioned een composiig: ser- 
mons, learned works, and answeri ters. Of 
the immense quantity of letters which he receiv- 


ed, he answered the most important first, and he 
always caused a copy of them to be-taken hy a 
student who lived with him, to be preserved. : 
To this laborious and systematic life 
ded the entire arrangement of his houee-hold, of 
his table, his dress, and outward deportment. In 


or is compatible at all with very deep devotion. - 5 
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ance. Me teldont ‘and with reluctance 
 ¢nvitations, and at entertainments he 


He tett obligations 
She talent he hed received, and ever madej narrative. Public attention is not half awake-to 
inction between the .rich 


4 a” T H P RES:B Y T E:R IA N. 1 
all ibe ehilige tie observer the rs wery part of our and rained | th re who patronized us during the first} 2. F'should think you would profit very little | occupied before infidelity or falsereligion becomes | deeply interesting subject, and under God’s bles- . 
| , and so far was he from laxury 0,2. aids the liberality of |b the soundest | permanently ‘established. In all these places oh on thie - 
those who continue it ought to be known. -Itisa| 2B. There again you are mistaken. I derive| there should be some enterprising and at 
‘worst weather; but always went on foot. In his ‘ species of doing good-from which no advantage 5 are benefit from sanctuary privileges. But still| cal minister of the Gospel to give tone wt lic if eres, 
food and drink he obsetyed the most can be taken, nor injugy result. We commend |! like to see every thing done decently and in or- a their our journal should be made an instrument in 


l sentiment, that religion may grow up wi 
der. growth and strengthen with their strength: 
in be 2 Scripture————What! are you going?| Could you find some labourers for this field 
A. Yes, aoe is they might come without any definite part of. the 
territory at first in view, and select whatever place 


the hands of a gracious Providence for the pro- 
motion of the missionary spirit in our church and 
country, it will have accomplished one end most 


The’number of ‘young mén who have become 
members of the ing Room since the last} 
year is one hundred and forty-seven, making a 


total of three hundred and ninety. For the Presbyterian. most or eligible. dear tous. We have been favoured recently with 
° y di on 1. and the r. ot + ; ffort| The subscription of fifty cents a year has been| Mr, Editor.—I ho losed article ate which alarms many in the north, 1s in a number of communications which will aid in the 4 
He was a faithful friend, father to the the importance of abolished, and nothing required but suitable | from the according to my belief no objection whatever. I production of this effect. To the one which we 
helpless, those underhis authority, |". of young men. We do not perceive any | and respect to the rulag of the zoom, to ehti- | celumns that you may soon have occasion to | sincerely, that humanly speaking, I would 
to-his b inthe minie- | where the. manifestation of that deep interest in| any. young man to its It is with, rat risk my opportunity for life much more cheerful- 


fegord that the disgracefi give below we ask the prayerful attention of our 


practice of collecting 


of domestic virtie inthis” pleasure that the Board are enabled to ‘state* that’ 


actions, .When he 


pot 
they: him so highly.” 
‘ed y valved Cale publicly, and often- with | untutored youth, who are forming their character 


- @ youn 


. be done, and between two and three thousand might | confidence, and induced them to 


~ Bat all these amiable and Christian traits of 
character were crowned 


when the prospect of usefulness is becoming so 
which was exhibi 


in all his: words and|imviting? We trust not. We hope to see, and 
receiyed praise and approba-| that before long, many of our benevolent and in- 
from others, ho, was accustomed to say ‘he | telligent and wealthy citizens devoting themselves 


what others: found in him, for which |.) 4 noble an undertaking as that of guiding the 


He was not asham- 


 tearé this people to admonish him of his | among us, and are soon to be fe// in their influence 


highly commendable. It was found necessary to 
continue the practice of admitting them by ticket, 
as the number desirous of attending could not be 
accommodated without disadvantage. 

These lectures have been sustained by the ser- 
vices of the Board alone. We regard them as 
among the important means of accomplishing the 
objects of the Institute, and trust that no contin- 
gency will occur which will render it necessary 


boxes to every man, woman and child, who ven- 
ture within the threshhold of the sanctuary on the 
Sabbath day ; excepting always the highly-favour- 
ed children of the Sunday Schools, who are not 
unfrequently too much crowded to pass the box 
among them, or too far our of the way to be within 
their reach. | 

On the last Sabbath, when the proper time ar- 
rived for attending to this important business in 


ready for the harvest. They may come first to 
Little Rock and consult as to the most important 
place. I need not say much in regard to the 
character of the ministers required here. I be- 
lieve it is now conceded by all who are informed 
on these subjects that if any parts of the United 
States require talents and piety, it is those new 
and flourishing places where few go but men of 
enterprise and intelligence—those if unfriendly to 


! . ; ly here than in most parts of Pennsylvania or|readers. It is from the pen of a brother 
lis money in the midst of every public ser¥fce in ire Rew 3 I P young 
was ie femidy, and in the diligent an mind. Duritig a few years past the public have be-#° infraction of the rules has occurred, so as to|house of God, has been universally abando New Jersey. I have never had a day of sickness | who has devoted himself, we believe, to the fo- 
long’ ed see, than that a wide it necessary to suspend or expel any mem- | by the Chareh of Christ. che reign field. 
and trying dispensations of Previdences field is open in this city for the labours of all who} ur library numbers seven hundred and fifty- ours, Q experienced any sickness ; | For the Presbyterian. 
_ particularly the death of two sons, one of whom | wish to benefit society, iu aiding associations like |one volumes, and of daily and weekly papers PENNY COLLECTIONS. a ittle P ree is not considered the most 
of physics and _ mathematics at ‘th-| Sixteen; monthly and quarterly periodicals eight. | ealthy part of Arkansas. RESOURCES OF THE CHURCH 
7 é,-and the othera candidate for the ministry ee epee satiate. “And will they wit | Our lectures on scientific subjects have been| . You know Mr. Editor, that it has been a prac-| Should any be disposed to come, tell them to FOR THE EVANGRLIZATION- OF THE WORLD. 
_. in Lieveland. He bore these afflictions with pious | hold their pecuniary support and their friendly | we) attended: a quietness and attention charac- | !c¢ in our city churches, and it may have become | come forthwith. They need not wait for any far-| 4. } veil oll! Se Rasinns - 
Christian resignation, _ | . .. ‘| co-operation from this Institution at the very time | terises the conduct of the young men which is venerable for its antiquity, to present the penny-/| ther notice or inquiries. Here is a wide field oe ee ee een 


imposed upon his church the,duty of teaching all 
nations the nature of his religion, and labouring 


to bring them under its influence. The words he 


uttered when he parted from his disciples, have 


been recorded for our direction and define the du- 
ties and responsibilities of his followers to all 
generations. It is true that numerous and mighty 
obstacles were in the way of those who recetved 
the injunction. And these obstacles still exist, — 


| beso ape 4 and still oppose the conversion of the world. But 
failings; and such admonitions he always receiv-| yon sdciety, in the path of virtue and of religion. | to discontinue them. We feel, that all the means | °°° of cor most respectable congregations, ‘the | religues are prepared to be formidable adversaries, in view of them we are too apt to be di , 
ed me Seep Tyiases, oven ve they came ion rhe ae ys ag a eo apent would be aaa which we have been able to bring into requisition, usual stir commenced. Coppers were hastily and | and require talents to oppose them. apt to be disheartened. 
__ ‘persons of low condition. To nothing was he Pepe 


P. and Friends,—A_ kind Providence has 


- desire of ‘hid “friends to have his portrait taken, led us through another year, and has brought us to 


unttil he ‘was assured that he might thereby assist 


addition of any encomium, at his interment, to The Board of Directors commenced the duties 


Treasurer’s report. We regret that it is not in 
our power to exhibit a revenue equal to our expen- 
diture, we can only attribute it to the fact that our 


Marraew Newkirk, Pres’t. 
Joun Wiecanp, Sec’ry. 


eagerly sought for in the pockets by those who 


save their credit, and enable them to avoid the ap- 
pearance of valuing the services of the church at 


forgotten to supply themselves, and some per- 
haps, in the bustle of a short winter’s morning, 


[From Rosenmueller’s A. und N. Morgenland.] 
Gen. xlvi. 4. And Joseph shall put his hand upon thine 


erform the last offices of affection to his dying 
ather. This was avery ancient and very 


Insomuch that we come at length to look back- | 


- than having his name and writings honourably | blessing of God, incalculably valuable For the condition of our finances, we refer to the | 8°78 Whe had not supplied themselves with pennies, SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. Se: Se th 80 
the pulpit. He long resisted the were seeking for the smallest piece which would 


much time so little has been effected by the 


church. And we come at len to look forward 


also without eager expectation, towards that, 


, : : ‘ ‘essed | the period which makes it our duty to lay before| | . : ; : too cheap a rate. any of treacherous memories, | °Y®*- , which we must not only desire above all things, but 
gr oa our proceedings, and the condition of the ciently known to an intelligent who only coppers on the Sabbath, had The idea here expressed is, that Joseph should which we are fully warranted to believe might 
tance. In his last will he expressly forbade the }. hiladelphia Institute. . 


speedily be accomplished. 


It is not too much to 
say that the church mi 


t effect under the 


: harsati : him- | Of the year which has just elapsed, with the inten- A i and in their care about many things, had not time | mon custom, of which many examples are found divine blessing, the immediate evangelization of 
a — — ane ew pene Sy tion ad hope of realizing or their plans and la-, Philadelphia, Jun, 3, 1833. . to arrange their thoughts, until they wens conan among the Greeks and Romans, as well as the the world. ‘To a consideration of this position 
. bours, all that the objects of their appointment ably seated in the church, and then recollected | Jews. 


|. $pener was born in upper Alsace, Germany, in 1635, | contemplated; they felt that the trust committed 
and died-at Berlin in 1705. He is called by some of his | to them was one of peculiar interest and import- 
‘couptryaren the Reformer of the seventeenth century. ance. They looked with pleasure on the good 
which had been accomplished among a large num- 
ber of young men, by the labours of their psede- 
cessors and others, and felt encouraged. to hope, 
that equal zeal, prudence and perseverance, 
would be crowned with the same happy results. 


For the Presbyterian . 
ex. A CAUTION. 
heartil rove systematic theol or rath- 
er of the of Before the close of the last year the Institute 
gua non in ministerial edacation. This sentiment | WS deprived of the services of the Rev. A. J ud- 
+however, does not hinder my perceiving, that in | 8°n, as general agent. The Board were solicitous 
_ this as well as other cases, an laveluable benefit age his place; and the committee appointed 


is attended with disadvantages and dangers. Let a - purpose made a temporary arrangement 
with the 


b nti hich I incident to 
frank and amiable manners, and who had been 


this important study. He who reads a system e Wi ; 
learns to look at truths as they are there present- | Saccessful as a missionary in another field of la- 


ed, in the form of propositions, and to be dissatis- | bour. The Board ‘indulged the hope, that they 
fied when they occur in any other. Now all sys- | Would be able to effect a permanent engagement 


ev. Nieholas Patterson, a gentleman of 


EXTRACTS FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
: CINCINNATI PRESBYTERY. 


This Judicature, pursuant to adjournment, met in 
the first Presbyterian Church, in this city, pn 
Wednesday the 2d inst., at 11 o’clock, A. M. and 
was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, J. 
L. Wilson, D. D. from Rom. xiv. 19. * Let us 
follow after the things that make for peace.” 

The most important items of business taken up 
and disposed of, were the protest against Dr. 
Beecher’s reception, the reading of which at the 
last meeting was prevented by a little ecclesiasti- 
cal management: a resolution offered to appoint a 
committee to inquire into certain public rumors 
respecting Dr. Beecher’s unsoundness in the Faith : 
and the appointment of a committee, composed of 
Drs. Wilson and Beecher, Rev. Prof. Biggs, and 


that they had forgotten that morning to send to the 
money changers. 

The cunning little boys too, who sometimes, in 
church at least, represent their absent parents, were 
parties interested. It may be that they had been sup- 
plied with pennies, but did not understand, or did 
not entirely approve of this doubtful means of 
supporting the church; and were thinking how 
they could hold their pew-doors, turn away the 
boxes, save their credit, and save their pence for 
some object more suited to their tastes, which 
might be presented in the half-closed window of a 
confectionary, as soon as the services of the 
church should be over. Some, proud of the con- 
fidence reposed in them, were almost inclined to 

ut in a half-penny, if they could only contrive, 
in throwing it in, to give it a more silvery sound. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I did not see these things 


It is said of Tobias in the book of Tobias, 
xiv. 15. (Apocr.) ‘‘ that heclosed the eyes of his 
wife’s parents and buried them respectfully.”? Ho- 
mer in speaking of the death of Sokos makes 
Ulysses say, ‘alas for thee ! thy father, and thy lov- 
ing mother did not press thy eyes when dying,” 
Iliad, xi. 452. 

Gen. xlvi. 34.. For every shepherd is an abomination 
to the Egyptians. 

The extensive tract of country which borders 
on Egypt and is inhabited by the wandering tribes 
-who live by their flocks, was never entirely sub- 
ject to thedominion of the Pharaohs. From their 
whole mode of life and feelings towards the Egyp- 
tians, they could scarcely be looked upon by the 
latter, in any other light than that of enemies. 
This hatred against them is mentioned by Herodo- 
tus, (II. 128.) It isa mistake to suppose that 


we invite the attention of our readers, believing 
that a brief examination of her resources, may 
evince how completely it is within her power at 
once to send the Gospel] to every creature. 

We begin with her pecuniary resources, Has an 
appeal to the church for money ever failed to re- 
celve sufficient attention? Perhaps it has—but 


.not for want of the means of compliance on her 


part. It may be that the conductors of the enter- 
prise in aid of which the solicitation was made, 
did not know well enough, how to present its 
claims to the Christian public. It may be that 
after a forcible presentation of them was made, - 
the church of Christ, had not enough of the spirit . 
of Christ, to lend her assistance. But it may 
not be,—it is not that she has not wealth enough. 
I do not say that the church is rich enough to 
do her duty to the heathen, and at the same time. 
live in luxury. But what has she to do with 


: the raising of cattle was the reason of this aversion : 
tematic writers most explicitly admit that there | With him, but in this expectation they were dis- Ruling Elders Boal and Wheeler, to write a Pas-| done, and do not know whether these or any | of the Sivoo. This could not be, for they oe pe pence ee 2 1 | - fay ye 
are no “tuch technical distinctions and arrange-| appointed; a destitute church in Southwark pre- toral letter to the churches, calling their attention | such thoughts were entertained in this or any | themselves raised multitudes of cattle and consid- ; Pee ae 


ments in’the Bible as in human systems. And | senting more urgent claims upon his services. 
this, no doubt, every student, who has thought of Since his retirement, no other person has been 
“it, admits to be the case. But notwithstanding |employed as a missionary and general agent. 
these concessions and provisions, there is a prac- The directors did not until very recently, abandon 
tical effect produced not wholly in accordance with the hope that they would be able to procure a gen- 
them, The theologian finds a doctrine stated more tleman in all respects qualified to interest, and 
or less explicitly in various-parts of Scripture. | prove a lasting blessing to many of the young men 
This doctrine he embodies in a thesis. Now }of our city. pee 
when the’student in his study of the Bible, mects | - We trust that the conviction is felt by the Chris- 
withthe very texts on which that proposition rests, | tan 
he is disposed to look upon them as irrelevant, | Our cities ought to occupy a larger share of the 
because thvy do not state the truth with logical labours and prayers of the Christian and patriot, 
exactness. One passage after another is thus | than has hitherto been bestowed. What class in 
treated, till the number is exhausted, and the man | the community is it that will stamp a character 
_begins to imagine thathis author’s proposition is a | upon society the next quarter of a century ? is it 
groundless dogma or at least too strongly stated. | not that which is now coming upon the stage of 
_” "his Fbelieve is the rationale of some recent chan- | action with habits and morals as yet unformed, or 
ges so precipitate and wanton, that I wish to warn unconfirmed?- Who that looks upon the young 
young students against similar absurdities, To | men of our cities, and the temptations to which 
. such I would say, do not regard the ropositions of they are exposed is not constrained to feel, that 
‘a systematic writer as the fruth itself and the scrip- something more than has hitherto been done, ought 
. ture proof of it as mere illustrations. But look | to be attempted for their intellectual and moral 
for the doctrines of religion in your Bibles, mak- | training?. How delightful would be the results 
jag use of systems as the grammars of theology, of wel -directed, judicious, and 2 tena J ef- 
aids to the memory and understanding, not origi- | forts, upon this interesting class of the communi- 
nal authorities. Refer what you in theolo- | ty- 
ians to the Scriptures; but be cautious how you| . We wish not to be understood to imply that 
form the habit o referring Scripture to the rules there is any thing in the character of a young man 
‘of theologians. If you know what every pass in itself more dangerous than is to be found in the 
of the word of God means by itself and in relation character of an individual in any other stage of 
to the whole, you will find it easy to assign each life; but we wish to make this impression, that it 
truth its place in a harmonious system. cD is for us to say what that character shall be :—it 
a | is in no very restricted sense at our option to make 
it good or evil. Provide suitable places to which 
young men can resort for the improvement of their 
; _ CHURCH. minds and morals, render these means interesting, 
1, Ought not every evangelical church in our|as we know they can be, and you will assuredly 
‘ Jand, to put at least one young man into the minis- | be training intelligent and virtuous successors, 
“try There are now under the care of the Gene-| who will not only call you blessed, but will in 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 2381) turn become a blessing to the generation which 
churches, and 217,348 communicants, making an | shall follow. 
an average of about 90 members to each church.| It is with pleasure we recognize as engaged in 
It may with safety be presumed, that from the | accomplishing the same end with us, an older and 


CAUSE OF. EDUCATION IN THE PRESBYTERIAN 


generally, that the young men of 


to the evil effects of an unsettled ministry, and the 
importance of returning as speedily as possible to 
the true Presbyterian ground of settled Pastors, 
instead of stated supplies and evangelists. 

Dr. Wilson’s protest was laid before Presbytery 
in the words following, viz: 


‘(In entering my solemn protest against the vote of the 
Presbytery of Cincinnati by which they received the Rev. 
Lyman Brecuer, D. D. a member of their body ona 
dismission and recommendation of the Third Presbytery 
of New York, I di-claim all motives arising from any pri- 
vate or personal dislike to that distinguished brother; but 
Ll am moved by a serious appreltension that the purity, 
peace, and prosperity of the Presbyterian Church is,en- 
by his reception. 

_ My reasons for entertaining this opinion are the follow- 


: 

. loud, long and uncontradicted public fame proclaims 
that Dr. Beecher preaches doctrines contrary to the Stan- 
dards of the Presbyterian Church. Such. a proclamation 
with regard to a member of Presbytery, is always suffi- 
cient ground for instituting a process against him for he- 
resy ; and what is a constitutional ground for placing a 
member under process, should, I apprehend. be always 
deemed a sufficient reason for refusing admission to an 
for membership. 

. Dr. Beecher’s published opinions, on the native char- 
acter of man—on human ability—on the right of per- 
sons to church membership who refuse to offer their child- 
ren in baptism, are, in my a directly contrary 
of God and the Standards of the Presbyterian 

urch. 

3. Dr. Beecher’s published correspondence with Dr. 
Woods contains no recantation of his preached or publish- 
ed errors ;but in it he has used, as I think, a doubtful 
phraseology, in order to prove that Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists agree in ‘undamenital doctrines. _ 

4. Before the reception of Dr. Beecher, it was a publish- 
ed histcrical fact, and J believe it to be a matter of fact 
that the Syriod of New York. on a review of the proceed- 
ings of the 3d Presbytery of New York decided that Dr. 
Beecher was received by them unconstitutionaily. I un- 
derstand, Dr. Beecher was not before them to be exami- 
ned, nor to answer the questions prescribed in our Form of 
Governmeut—he was not to remain with them, but come 
immediately to Cincinnati, nor had he presented to them 
any proper testimonial from the dismissing council of the 
Association to which he belonged; hence, his reception 
into the 3d Presbytery of New York, must have been un- 
constitutional, of which fact the Cincinnati Presbytery 


other church, just at that time. For if there be 
any one thing more lovely than another, it is in 
the beatity and order of this church, which even 
such stated collections could scarcely mar. 

As is usual on such ocasions, the organ sounded 
the notes of preparation, loud and long; but as 
none moved with the collection-boxes, it may be 
some of the suspicious ones began to think that 
the box-lids were about to be taken off, or (as is 
the practice in some other churches) that the sil- 
ver plates were soon to be presented for a more 
formidable demand. Others perhaps began to 
imagine that this church’was rich enough, and 
needed not such small contributions. 

Some may have supposed that from the number 
and size of the Sunday Schools attached to this 
church, and the known liberality of the members 
in so nobly sustaining them, that they were now 
reserving all they had to give for the collection 
for their support, just announced to be made on the 
next Sabbath. 

- Soon all conjectures were at an end: the fact 
was, that the members of this church, with all thier 
respect for the good old ways of their fathers, had 
long since become tired of the practice, a practice 
which may have better suited former ages, when 
each member brought his penny a-day to pay for 
all his church privileges; and, if not content with 
one long service, carried in his hand his farthing 
rush-light to his evening worship, to light him 
through the mazes of Sternhold’s version of his 
favourite Psalms. : 

The custom in this church is now to be > 


‘¢ More honoured in the breach 
Than in the observance.” 


The morning services of the church proceeded : 
the members were thankful inthe reflection that 
the Lord in his abundant goodness, had so prosper- 
ed them that they were enabled to support all their 
Sabbath and charitable institutions in a less ques- 
tionable manner: and the strangers present did 
not less esteem the plain but feeling exhibition of 


ered some of them even sacred. Rosenmueller 
therefore supposes that the shepherds of Arabia 
Deserta, the wandering and warlike tribes east of 
Egypt, with whom they confounded the sons of 
‘Jacob, were those alone who were hated by the 
Egyptians. 

Gen. xlv. iii. 14.. And Israel stretched out his right 
band and laid it 6n Ephraim’s head who was the younger. 

The laying of the hands upon another as a mark 
of favour was a Jewish custom which prevailed 
very extensively, and was especially practised 
when prayer was offered by one person for another, 
in his presence. When little children were brought 
to the Saviour he laid his hands on them as he 
was about to bless them. The Apostles laid hands 
upon the disciples when they imparted the gift of 
the spirit to them. The priests observed the same 
ceremony when any one was consecrated to that 
office. When Jacob laid his right hand upon the 
head of Ephraim, it was calculated to express 
what he designed, for that hand was regarded as 
the more honoyrable. ‘To sit upon the right hand 
of a king was the highest distinction, and to be 
chosen thus by the ) are patriarch as the object 
of his “ right hand”’ blessings was considered by 
Joseph as marking strong favour for Ephraim. 


Gen.|]. 2.3. And Joseph commanded his servants the 
ee bene to embal!m his father: and the physicians em- 
med Israel. 


And forty days were fulfilled for him ; for sd are fulfilled 
the days of those which are embalmed : and the Egyptians 
mourned for him threescore and ten days. 

_ Egypt, according to Herodotus, abounded in phy- 
sicians, each one devoting himself to the cure of 


the nobility several of them were employed for the 
service of thatfamily alone. This being the case 
it cannot appear so strange that Joseph had ser- 
vants, a number of them, who were physicians. 
The embalming of the body was the preserva- 
tion of it by saltpetre, myrrh, aloes and other sub- 
stances, which were either wrapped around it 


some particular disease, and often in the houses of 


retrenchment. What if it could be shown that 
the number of our whole population does not ex- . 
ceed the number of dollae yearly expended in 
this country for the luxuries of foreign climes? 
It can be n by referring to the proper docu-. 
ments and by consulting their estimates of the 
imports of coffee and teas, and sugar and spices, 
that for every man, and woman, and child, in the 
land, one dollar is every year exported to procure | 
these things. Now the members of our evan- 
gelical churches number one million and a half, 
and we believe they do not fail to use their pro- 
portion of the articles we have named. The 
American church therefore has one million dollars 
and a half to spare for what every candid man will 
allow to be the luxuries of life. And this is a 
sum of money which would sustain two ¢ 

and five hundred missionaries to the heathen. 

This calculation becomes interesting when you 
reflect that these luxuries are procured from the 
perishing heathen. It is true that the Spanish Is- 
lands are in possession of a government profess- 
edly Christian—but their slaves are for the most 
part ignorant of the Gospel, and our coffee and our. 
sugar, therefore are procured from heathen hands. 
And China too, benighted, superstitious, populous, 
interesting China, assists in ministering simi- 
larly to our wants. 

ave we not, I demand, a more important busi- 
ness to transact with China, than a barter of gold 
and silver, for her teas and spices? a barter ques- 
tionable at best as to its utility! The Saviour 
demands of the heathen, to give him their hearts ; 
and he does it through us! Shall we ask them 
only for their paltry luxuries? 
ey are perishing for the bread of life! Shall 
we be contented only to give them shining dust? 
What if the missionaries we have sent to China, 
should henceforth give up the glorious office of 
preaching Christ, for the profitable cultivation of — 
spices, or for the lucrative trade of feas? We 
could not condemn them too severely. Butat the 
same time they would be only doing on the small 


by means of bandages or were placed in its 

were historically apprised, and night have been official! ircumstance of their hav- | scale, what we are doing on the large. 
whole number of communicants 2381 young men | exceedingly useful institution—we mean the Ap-} acquainted, e they not been determined to hasten his a, ies. oe cvinlited te vessien 41 by incisions made into them. By this| wo wish not to be pi aa me reaching up 
may be found, who ought toseek the ministry. | prentices’ Library Company. It cheers us to know | reception, as I believe, without regard either to the purity gs » Seon Pp 


This apportioned, would be one you 
each church. Experience has fully shown that | ces, though necessarily limited, are not unknown 
with the present facilities for self-support, $75 | or forgotten. 
. per annum, as a general fact, is an apprdpriation} The Board of Directors after much, deliberation 
sufficiently large, to enable each one to pursue his | seconded by the conviction that but little prospect 
studies without serious embarrasment. Every | remained of obtaining a person who in all respects 
church then composed of 90 persons, might carry | was qualified to interest and benefit young men by 
man onward to the sacred office, by a}a course of lectures on the Sabbath, appointed a 
yearly donation from each member of /ess than one | committee to confer with the reverend clergy of 
dollar, In this way upwards of 2000 young men | our city, and, if practicable, engage them to deliv- 
might be training for ministerial usefulness. er on Sabbath evenings, a series of sermons adapt- 
2. Are there. not 1000 churches in each of which, | ed to the circumstances of young men. 
two young men might be found and carried for-| Itis due to these reverend gentlemen to say, 
ward in their studies? If so, let it be put into | that they met the proposal with a readiness and 
‘execution, and 1000 additional young men might | interest which exceeded the anticipations of the 
. look with confidence, to the great work of preach- | Board. 
ing the Gospel:—And may not 500 churches be 
found, whose moral resources are such, that from | Dr. Tyng, rector of St. Paul’s church, to a house 
Jive to ten may be selected as proper candidates for | crowded to overflowing. It was with feelings of 
the holy office ; and whose means are more than | no ordinary pleasure that the Board witnessed the 
adequate for their requisite support? If so, let it| result of this first sermon: it inspired them with 
| rosecute with 
be added to the number.—Thus, should every | vigour what they attempted with doubt and trem- 
church:put her resources into requisition, upwards | bling. 
of 5000 young men might commence a course of} The gentlemen who have preached are the 
prepafation for the gospel ministry. Who can| Rev. Dr. Tyng, Rev. Mr, Barnes, Rev. Dr. 
compute the amount of good which they might | Brantly, Rev. Mr. Cookman, Rev. Dr. Ely, and 
accomplish. The lines of their blessed influence | Rev. Dr. M‘Auley, and all to overflowing houses 
wollte commensurate with eternity. Thousands | of young men; a sight seldom witnessed, and af- 
of rejoicing spirits, saved through their instrumen- | fording conclusive proof, that when proper means 
tality, would hail with gratitude those whose in-/| are used by qualified persons, our young men will 
fluence and benefactions raised up these heralds | not — them. : 


ng man to/|that we are not entirely alone, and that our servi- 


The first sermon was delivered by the Rev.” 


or peace of the church, in order to his speedy induction 
into the Lane Seminary. 


y 
5. This protest is offered for the consideration of the | 


Svnod of Cincinnati under their power of review and con- 
troul; but as the meeting of Synod is distant in point of 
time, I shall for the above reasons complain to the next 
General Assembly, in order to obtain a more speedy de- 
cision as to the right of the Presbytery to receive an appli- 
cant under such circumstances—and also a decison of the 
question whether that which is done unconstitutionally is 
not null and void: that is, whether a person’s name must 
not be stricken from the roll without any process, when it 
is ascertained that his reception was unconstitutional. 
Very respectfully, 
J. L. WILSON.” 


When the protest was ready and laid on the 
table for record, an objection wag made on the 
ground that the moderator had no right to protest 
—because there was no minority, no one having 
been heard voting against Dr. Beecher’s reception ; 
and because tho Madatatne had no right to vote in 
the decision unless the Judicatory h 
ly divided. 

The protest was rejected, by a vote of fourteen 
to ten. Dr. Beecher voted for the rejection, and 
Dr. Wilson declined voting on a question in the 
decision of which the fate of his own protest was 
to be decided.—Standard. | 


been equal- 


For the Presbyterian. 
A CHURCH-YARD DIALOGUE. 


A. An excellent discourse, brother B.—Very 
close and-searching I thought. 


without money and without price.” 
January 15, 1833. 


For the Presbyterian. 
BE SHORT! 


Mr. Editor,—Presuming that you are as willing 
as your brother editors to let correspondents praise 
you, I desire at present to discharge that pleasing 

uty. Ihave nothing to say of the opinions en- 
tertained by yourself and your contributors. My 
eulogy relates to something altogether different. 
A great proportion of your articles possess one 
quality which I consider absolutely necessary to 
complete success. ‘They are short, and therefore 
likely tobe read. I donot write, however, merely 
because I approve of this particular, but because I 
begin to feel a little apprehension of approaching 
change. Now and then I catch a glimpse of 
something bordering on the ‘lengthy,’ which 
alarms me. I speak of catching a glimpse, be- 
cause I never think of looking any further than 
the top and bottom, signature and title of such ar- 
ticles. And moreover, I believe that in so doing, 
I am not a whit behind the major number of your 
readers. Remember, I beseech you, Sir, that 
brevity is the soul not only of wit, but also of 
eloquence and wisdom. Brevis. 


(Our correspondent Brevis, will please accept our 


thanks for his friendly hints. We shall attempt to profit 
by them ourselves and trust they will not be lost upon our 


means the bodies of friends were often preserved 
for ages ; some of those thus prepared are now in 
existence after many hundreds of years. 

Two Greek historians, Herodotus and Diodorus, 
mention that the days of mourning continued as 
long as the body was in the hands of the embalm- 
ers, which was seventy days. Thirty days was 
the time, according to them, required for the ap- 
plication of the saltpetre alone; the remaining forty 
the body was subjected to the influence of various 
spices. This fact will account for the statement 
that the forty days occupied in embalming (pro- 
perly so called) were fulfilled, and the additional 
assertion that the Egyptians mourned for Jacob 
seventy days. 


‘Missions.—The time has come when the Church 
cannot disregard her duties to a dying world with- 
out fearful culpability. It is now universally 
admitted that upon every Christian is imposed the 
responsibility of making constant and self-denying 
exertions for the salvation of all men. This ques- 
tion requires no further argument. But where is 
that responsibility fully felt? What part of our 
church has done in any tolerable degree, what the 
urgency of the case and the interests at stake de- 
mand of it? We are of opinion that something 
should be done to extend the feeling that “the 


a crusade against tea and coffee. e pretend not 
to determine whether we should or should not 
abandon the use of these things. The cost of our 
foreign luxuries has been alluded to, only to show 
that the church is rich enough to send the Gospel 
to the whole world—only to show with what 
power she might be operating on the heathen, 
without any other self-denial than the relinquish- 
ment of her foreign luxuries. We have said that 
the worth of these luxuries might sustain two 
thousand and five hundred missionaries to the © 
heathen, and this would be a most important in- 
crease of the labourers now in the field. But now 
I ask, what Christian should be contented with de- 
voting to the cause of missions, an amount equal 
only to that he has been expending for the mere 
luxuries of life? If every Chrietion in this land 
would give only five times as much towards the 
former glorious objects as towards the latter, the 
church might this very year sustain one mission- 
ary for every fifty thousand heathen. And we 
might double this allowance, (and then the work 
would well nigh be .accomplished,) if every 
Christian could only be brought to value an effort 
for the conversion of six hundred millions of souls 
at a few dollars yearly. At present we are con- 
tributing on an average, only fifteen cents a year. 
The church does not feel the burden of what she 
is doing—nor would she feel the burden of what 
we have just proposed for her to do. The time 
has been when the disciples of our Lord were 


field is the world,” that we are to enter upon | Called upon to give up all’ their earthly 
of To these gentlemen, and to those who are yet| 2B. . ay observe how he pro- | it at once in as many parts as possible; and that| 

t not Chrigtians to e this an object | to engage in the delivery of these sermons, we | nounced the word righteouss ‘ 4! 

. of i late and seeetal effort? The shetahin tender our sincere etinat ; 3 ia A. No I did not, but I thought he gave an ad- For the Presbyterian, | t0 the great work of the world’s regeneration | sources for the immediate evangelization of the world. 


_ destitute of pastors, of which there are more than| The Reading Room which was established last 
2000 in.our country, answer, yes. The millions | year, the Board are happy to say, is realizing ma- 


mirable picture of the = man. 
B. Most excellent. I never heard the word pro- 


- APPEAL IN BEHALF OF ARKANSAS, 


every believer should immediately direct his ef- 


It is not time to speak of a deficiency of them, un- 
til we can do, what we cannot do now—until we 


CONTAINED IN A LETTER TO ONE OF THE PROFES forte. We have of late ea ee can point to some se/f-denials, which our present. 
of unorganized population in these United Stats, | ny of the advantages which were in tres eylablen before. | that before long every minister ofthe Gospel will Snaibutons are imposing pons 
3 _ Five hundred millions of benighted, dying heathen | quietly engaged in perusing the papers, pamphlets | the close— Te, B. 3. ee fee — to be ready at a moment's : 
_ gespond in thrilling tones, yes. The joyous anti-| and books, which the liberality of our friends and| B. Was truly eloquent. I did not like how-) TRY: | uae warning to go far away among the heathen, to For The Presbyterian. 
_eipations of millenial glory—the prayers for the | patrons furnishes. How many young men are thus | ever that posture when he covered his face. To me it is unaccountable, and I think must be | Jabour and to die for their salvation. And we are | 


and by thousands.” 
The obj 


yp conversion of the world—the ‘whole ma-| avoiding temptations and vices to which their 
chinery of Christian effort—the various combina-| youth subjects them and acquiring habits and a 
tions of moral influence, all conspire in demand- taste for reading and knowledge, which will fit 
ing that immediate and energetic measures, should | them for usefulness and render them respectable, 
be adopted to bring forward great accessions to | time only will prove. Short as has been the ex- 
the ranks of the minis | : peas proofs are not wanting of happy results: 

is, writing toan Ameri- | the voluntary formation of two Temperance So- 


An English lady in 

can corres 
entitled, conversion of world, exclaims; | looked, and the employment of others, as teachers 
** Only 30,000 missionaries demanded to preach | in Sabbath Schools, ought not to be forgotten. Seve- 
to the whole world! Why, any petty prince in | ral young men who are now pursuing a course of 
Germany can farnish a greater army + and shall the | studies ey to the sacred ministry received 
Caprain or Satvartion hold up his standard | their religious first impressions through the la- 

in .vain! No!—may the country which gave | bours of our predecessors. We feel that we are 
birth to a Mitts ray A such sons by hundreds | not engaged in a doubtful experiment; results 
; ends of the er! | prove that-we are not; sustain but this and simi- 

| ect of Education Societies is to bring for- | lar institutions and our 7 men will become 
ward every young man of . rope qualifications, | the glory of the land. our Reading Room has 
that the standard of the “ aes of Salvation” | not accomplished all that the friends of -the Insti- 
ae not he hejd ap-in vain. - it remains with oo ‘tute expected, it must be attributed to the fact 
to decide, whether the ranks.of the ministry shall | that our means are limited. We want more 
still be sparse and feeble; or whether thousands | boeks, more pamphlets and periodicals: our in- 


~ 


dent, fora few copies of the Tract | cieties among the young men ought not to be over- | 


A. I hope I never shall forget this sermon. I 
applied it all to myself. 

D. So did I. I felt itdeeply. I was only sofry 
that he should use the verb progress in one of his 
finest passages. a 

A. Tam sure I did not observe it. I was too 
much overwhelmed with what he said. 

B. 1 too. I could scarcely hold my head up, 
till he got into that fit of coughing. By the bye, 
he spits too much. | ; 

A. Perhaps he does; but I can easily put up 
with that in such a preacher. 

B. So can I. Oh yes, I make no manner of ob- 
jection to his spitting any more than to his taking 
out his watch, or to his saying /irstly, or to his 
slapping the Bible, or his leaning on the pulpit, 
or his— 

A. Brother B. if I may ask so bold a question, 
are you in the habit of criticising every sermon 


thus? 
B. Criticising? You mistake me altogether. 


to every one who reflects upon it, that while every 
other State and Territory in the Union and the re- 
gions beyond the Sea, receive some share of at- 
tention from the Christian public, Arkansas seems 
to be forgotten. ‘Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisi- 
ana, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, all 
engage the minds of the young men in the eastern 
seminaries and of the benevolent societies, but Ar- 
kansas, poor, sinful, helpless Arkansas is over- 
looked or neglected. And why is this? Not be- 
cause its inhabitants are beyon the reach of hope, 
for here are hearts susceptible of feeling and of 
faith—not because there is no population, for we 
soon expect to be admitted into the Union, asa 
State ; not because it is supplied by other denom- 
inations, for in many parts preaching is seldom 
heard ; nor can it be because it has its due propor- 
tion of Presbyterian ministers for I, J only ama 
Presbyterian minister in this whole territory. I 
came here alone more than four years ago, and I 
have stood alone ever since. Many parts of the 


shall cluster aroutid the banner of salvation, and | crease of these has been yery slow. Bat few of! bath 


I disapprove of criticising sermons on the Sab- 


territory are becoming populous, and it is exceed- 
ingly important that certain points should ‘be pre- 


not sure but that the proper mode of securing 
preachers for the pagan world, is for the commit- 
tees of our missionary societies to ca//, from any 
station, such men as they consider qualified for 
the work, and thus throw the responsibility of re- 
fusing to go, should they refuse, upon themselves, 
instead of Jeaving them to examine or neglect as 
may happen, the question whether it be for them 
to preach to the heathen. Should the American 
Board, and the Western Missionary Society publish 
to the churches that in the year 1833, they intended 
to send forth five hundred missionaries, and to pre- 
sent the call for them to individuals, instead of 
sending it abroad in general terms; and then to say 
to the churches, ‘‘ We need money for the sup- 
port of thesé brethren going as your messengers 
to bear the news of salvation to distant lands,” 


might not the effect be to direct attention fo this 


judicious, may be stated thus. 


RULES. 


Well meaning, conscientious youth, are very 
apt to importune their elders to give them rules— 
rules of study, rules of life, &c. And they are 
often much surprised to find that the wisest of 
their friends are the least disposed to grant them 
this request. 
The reasons of this conduct, which is certainly 
A rule formed 
— to experience, and adhered to does more 
arm than good, because-it cramps the mind and 
pinders the performance of experiments. Thisis - 
true of rules constructed by a man himself, much 
more of rules prescribed to hi: byany other person, 
because in addition to the other disadvantage, they 
are as likely as not, to be entirely unsuited to the in- 
dividual’s peculiar character. The wisest course 
for every manis this. Let him be firmly ed 
in those fundamental principles of Christian mo- 
rals which the Bible teaches. Then forming pro- 
visional and temporary rules, let him learn by fair 
experiment in what way he can best promote the 


great end of his being. Let the results of his ex- 


“ 
A 
by 
5 
ted er. devia Wei ith pl he following report of | 
his accustomed sroderation, * insert with pleasure t ollowing repo 
; 
f 
4, 
> “ 
~ 
= 
on + 
z 
a 
¥ 
| 
| Py 
of 
| 
| 
> a 
7 
3 
at 
> 
| 
| 
$ 
| 
4 
: 
2 
« 
+ 
| 
= 
é 
> 
2 
z 
4 
<A 
e 
3 
. ® 
w 


“THE PRESBYTERIAN. 
"WEDNESDAY, Janoany 30, 1833. 


Cuntetian is be- 
coming systematic;/anid enters into Christian edu- 
_ eation._ In order to secure its highest results, we 
must be clisrifable by rule, and study it as a 
science... We, must haye the good of mankind 
_ ever before us, as the grand problems of philoso- 
phy were ever before the mind of Newton. To one 


who asked him, by what means he had arrived at | 


his discoveries, he replied: By always thinking 
unto them; and at another time he thus expressed 
his method of proceeding. “I keep the subject 
- continually before me; and wait till the first 
dawnings open slowly by little and little, into a 
full and elear light.” And in a letter to Dr. Bent- 
* ley, he gays: “If I have done the public any ser- 
vice this way it is due to nothing, but industry 
and patientthought.”’ May not the Christian thus 
arrive at great results, by keeping before him 
the vast and glorious object which he has in view! 
Thus Howard did, and thus Clarkson achieved his 

“Asina great army, there are some whose of- 
fice it is te'construct bridges, to cut paths along 
mountains; and to remove various impediments, 
Lord Bacon may be said to have cleared the way 
to knowledge ; to have marked out the road to 
truth ; and to have left future travellers little else to 
do‘ than to follow his itistructions : he was the mi- 
ner and sapper of philosophy, the pioneer of na- 
ture.” Benevolence must have her pioneers, who 
must show,.and often make the way, in which 
future philanthropists are to walk. John Howard, 
(Thomas Clarkson, Robert Finley, Louis Dwight, 
de I’Epee and many more humble names, have 
been thus serviceable to mankind. S 

’ Philanthropy has its great exemplar in the 
- Lord Jesus Christ. His miracles were not acts 
__ of mere power, or proofs of a divine mission. The 
uniformity of their moral character shows that 
they were something more : they were acts of be- 
“pefivence. The fivine authority of Jesus might 
have been as fully proved by his calling down 
fire froth heaven,’ as by multiplying the loaves, 

et his overflowing kindness led him to the latter, 
and forbade the former. It deserves to be noted 
thatthe Yoved the bodies of men. 


. We profess to imitate Christ, and in this we 
' do well. But do we, like him, go about doing 
good? Have we, like him, a tender compassion 
for the miserable? He had pity on the suffering, 
and relieved them. It is plain that we ought also 
personally to relieve the bodily misfortunes of our 
fellow-men. When he met the funeral procession 
of the widow’s only son, he was touched with com- 
passion and said, Weep not. Thus far, in like 
cases, we may go in imitation of our blessed Lord, 
and though we cannot, like him, command the 
dead to rise, yet if we have his Spirit, we shall do 
what lies within our power. We shall visit and 
condole with the widow and the fatherless. Je- 
sus touched a leper and cleansed him, by a 
miracle. We cannot indeed work miracles, but 
when a poor diseased wretch asks an alms, we 
can give. Where a charitable society solicits 
aid, we can give ; and we are thus, if our motive 
is good, walking in our master’s steps. Jesus 
had pity on the hungry and fed them; he gave 
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, motion to 
the disabled, strength to the impotent, reason to 
the lunatic. He did this even when he was him- 
self weighed down with the great work of saving 
men’s souls. It is plain that we also, if we would 
- be followers of him, ought to spend much time in 
personal endeavours to.alleviate human suffering. 
The kindness which led Jesus to enable the toil- 
_ ing disciples to make so great a draught of fishes, 
would lead his true follower to use all means 
to improve the condition of poor tradesmen, if he 
had it in his power; or to endeavour to render 
more profitable the handicraft employments of in- 
digent women. 


CarTecuizine.—It credibly affirmed, that 


there are Presbyterian ¢éngregations, in which i 


the wholesome practice of catechizing has gone 
entirely out of use. This is a striking departure 
from the early customs of our church, and where 
such neglect prevails, it is not wonderful that 
error creeps in. This is a duty which it behoves 
Christian parents to consider.. In this work 
Ruling Elders may find appropriate exercise for 
their gifts; and the more formal and public ex- 
amination and instruction of children and youth 
fall specially to the lot of the minister himself. 
Is it not worthy of being a prominent inquiry in 
Presbyteries, how far this duty has been per- 
formed? In connexion with this subject, we 
would express our earnest wish that the Lesson 
System of Mr. Gall, might be. introduced into our 
catechetical classes. We have no room to dilate 
upon the merits of this plan. Within a few weeks, 
; we hope to introduce some remarks upon it, from 
an’ able article in a forthcoming number of the 
Biblical Repertory. ~ 


The January number of the Methodist Maga- 
zine and Quarterly Review, contains a republica- 
tion of the Life and Times of Arminius, by Pro- 

fessor Stuart. It is accompanied with highly 
commendatory remarks, and is very much to the 
mind of American Arminians. After reading the 
account of that controversy, as given in this arti- 
cle, we would recommend a perusal of the authen- 
tic history of the same transactions, which is pre- 
fixed to'the Acts of the Synod of Dort. It will 
there be found that there is something to be said 
in behalf of the Calvinists.—We meet with the: 
following sentence in the remarks appended by 
the Methodist Editor: “ Bayle was a professed 
sceptic, and as such was no doubt a believer in the 
doctrine of fatality; and hence he would naturally 
be inclined to pour contempt on, or at least to find 
a fault if possible in the man who did so much to 
undermine the foundation of his scepticism.” 


| and _fatelism 
of 


, }our comprehension. 


> 
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~ 


are identical, one would be led to 
suspect. that the writer of these lines has but a 
slender idea of what the word sceptic means. 
<6 As uth wes no doubt a believer in the doctrine 
fatality!’ Admirable conclusion! A sceptic, 
in our humble notion, was “one who doubts, or 
pretends: to doubt, of every thing.” That such a 
one should be as such a believer in fatalism, passes 
We have not consulted Dr. 
Webster’s American dictionary upon the word. 


It is not on our own account, but for the sake 
of those correspondents who honour us with their 


7 


‘| communications, that we notice the frequency 


with which our articles are copied in some pa- 
pers, without credit. The Scripture Illustrations 
which we sometimes insert, are, in great measure, 
translations, which require some toil, and we 
deem it but just to the friend who favours us with 
them, that they should not be inserted as original 
in other journals. 


([>Many of our new subscribers request the back num- 
bers of the paper from the first of January. We are sor- 
ry to say that these numbers are already exhausted. We 
shall endeavour to supply similar requests from this date, 
and as the Roman Catholic Controversy commences with 


account will find it as well to begin with this week's paper. 


Tue Coionization Society.—The January 
number of the African Repository presents several 
interesting facts and documents in reference to 
Africa and the Colonization Society. We admire 
this institution and rejoice in its growing prosper- 
}ity. We believe that it will eventually refute by 
the results of its labours, the aspersions now at- 
tempted to be cast upon it. The following ex- 
tracts from a letter of a distinguished gentleman 
in England will show how fully the society is se- 


curing the respect and confidence of philanthropists 
abroad. 


New Broad Street, London, 

7th mo, 4th, 1832. 
Respected Friend,—In acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of your diploma, making me a life member 
of your African Colonization Society, I wish not 
merely to thank you for the honor you have done 
me, and congratulate you on the highly encourag- 
ing and increasingly satisfactory reports received 
from various witnesses, respecting the progress of 
the Colony of Liberia; but also, to offer a few re- 
marks which seemed called for, from me as a fo- 
reign, and more especially as a British member of 
the Association. 

The cause of the oppressed African race, has 
long been espoused by advocates, at least, as nu- 
merous and as y interested on this, as on 
your side of the Atlantic. It might, therefore, be 
very reasonably anticipated, that a measure .calcu- 
lated at once to render some compensation to those 
who have been forcibly expatriated and unjustly 
held in bondage, or to their descendants, and like- 
wise striking at the root of the African slave trade, 
would have been hailed with general applause, 
and met with liber@l support amongst us. 
present object is to explain some of the reasons 
which have unhappily rendered this feeling so 
limited amongst us. 

Those who, at a distance, form a judgment of 
individuals with whom they are personally unac- 
quainted, labor under the great disadvantage of 
being led to form their opinions from general and 
sweeping observations, which though they may be 
true, as such, may be very unjust and erroneous 
when applied to particular cases. I know from 
very extensive observation, as well as_from per- 
sonal experience, that the national character, at- 
tributed to you, of entertaining a degrading con- 
tempt for the African race, founded, not on the 


evidence, has been the powerful and at first the 
not altogether unreasonable cause that the friends 
of the Africans in this country have looked with 
some degree of jealousy and suspicion at the mea- 
sures which you have adopted—they could not 
help regarding it as a part of that same system 
which blots your land of liberty. It is not, I re- 
poets unfeasonable that the scheme of African Co- 
onization should at first suffer from the prejudice 
which this system is likely to excite. The illu- 
sion is giving way; the process is now slow and 
partial, but it will soon be rapid and general. I 
am well satisfied that the unfortunate prejudice 
which you did not excite, and which you can- 
not at once remove, is one of the many reasons 
in favor of your Colonization in Africa. 

Another reason which may be assigned for the 
fact, that your laudable exertions have met with 
so little support from British funds, is to be found 
in the circumstance that although the cause of the 
oppressed African is one which obtains almost 
universal interest in this country, yet very lar 
demands having been made.on the liberality of the 
public, connected with it, which seem to have a 
more direct and legitimate claim on the inhabi- 


your operations feel themselves excused from 
contributing to that which they consider as pecu- 
liarly yours, and for which they conceive that 
your flourishing country possesses abundant and 
unincumbered resources. * * * 

1am, with cordial good wishes for the con- 


and success of your benevolent 


undertaking, and unfeigned esteem for its sup- 
porters, thy respectful friend, 
Tuomas Hopexin, M. D. 
Rev. R. R. Gurtey, Sec. Am. Col. Soc. 


ConrrisuTions friends of 
Africa in England are making very liberal dona- 
tions to the treasury of the Colonization Society 
for the prosecution of its designs. A list of these 
contributions reports sums nearly to the amount of 
£1200 sterling. The society of Friends in Lon- 
don have authorized their brethren in North Caro- 
lina to draw on them for the amount of $2000 to 
aid in colonizing the coloured people under their 
care, and John Mortlock, Esq. has offered to give 
£500 sterling to the society, provided nine others 
will do the same. Considerable donations of 
books for Liberia have also been forwarded by 
E. Cresson, Esq. the Society’s Agent in Eng- 
land. 

Among the contributors we notice James Doug- 
las, Esq. of Cavers, Scotland, for the sum of two 
hundred pounds. 

The ship Hercules sailed from Savannah for Li- 
beria on the 7th of December with 180 emigrants. 
On the 9th of the same month 150 emigrants sail- 
ed in the ship Lafayette of Baltimore, and on the 4th 
inst. the brig Roanoke left Norfolk with about 100. 
Funds alone are wanting to enable the society to 
send out many more, as the applications are nu- 
merous for a passage to the colony. 


Arivs.—This heretic was the author of many 
songs, as we learn from Philostorgius, of various 
kinds, some for the mill, some for travellers and 
sailors, adapted to familiar tunes, such as he deem- 
ed appropriate, in order to seduce the minds of the 
unwary, by means of music. Above all his Thalia 
was in vogue, so often cited by Athanasius ; a book 
written in the manner of Sofas, a vile Cretan 
composer of Iambics, in which he discusses the 
most august mysteries of the faith, in frivolous 
verse, 


Our thoughts and speeches in most things run 


Now, not to speak of the innuendo thet Calvinism 


to waste, yea, are defiled ; as water spilt upon the 


the present number, those who wish our journal on that 


reports of prejudiced travellers, but on American {| 


tants of this realm; many who highly approve of | 


ground is both lost, cannot be gathered up again, 
and it is polluted, mingled with dust. 

*Tis no easy matter to carry a full cup even, 
and to digest the fatness of a great estate, and great 
- The noises of coach-wheels, of their pleasures, 
and of. their great affairs, so fill the ears of the 
rich, that the still small voice where God is, can- 


not be heard.— Leighton. 


SouTHEASTERN As1a.—The countries in the southeas- 
tern part of the gAsiatic continent are at present attracting 
much @tention from the Christian world. No where on 
earth is there so widely diffused the same language and 
the same general religious creed, and no where could the 
Bible find a better opening to operate upon the Pagan 
mind, for the inhabitants of that region may almost univer- 
sally be denominated a reading people. The success of 
the Baptist missionaries in Burmah has exceeded all ex- 


| pectation and called forth the gratitude of every friend of 


true religion. In the neighbouring country of Siam there 
appears to be an equally promising field, and we are glad 
to learn that it is the intention of the American Board to 
send missionaries to occupy it as soon possible. Some 
further account of the Siamese may be found in the follow- 
ing notices of their country by Mr. Abeel, contained in the 
Annual! Report of the American Board of Missions. 


S1am.—Mr. Abeel proceeded from Batavia to Singa- 
pore, and thence to Bankok, in Siam, with Mr. Tomlin, 
of the London Missionary Society, where he arrived July 
1, 1831. Imitating their divine Lord and the first mission- 
aries of the Christian church, Messrs. Tomlin and Abeel, 
encouraged theiseased of all classes to resort to them, 
and exercised upon thein such “ gifts of healing” as they 
possessed ; using the opportunities afforded them by the 
numerous persons who applied for a cure to their diseased 
bedies, to impart a knowledge of divine truth to the still 
more diseased and endangered soul. While they dealt 
out their medicines, they ae distributed the books they 


had brought for the purpose, and were overjoyed to find 


‘the ability to read intelligibly to be extensively prevalent. 


Nor was the ability restricted to the men, nor were the en- 
treaties of the people only for medicines. High and low, 
priest and people, men and women, old and young, na- 
tives and foreigners, Siamese, Chinese, Ma!ays, aud Bur- 
mans, thronged the cottage of the missionaries, and urged 
their suit for books with an almost irresistible eloquence. 
One of the works thus distributed among the people gave 
a lucid exhibition of Scripture history, and of the plan of 
ce ge Well — it be compared to a star, rising 
upon the deep and wide spreading gloom which had ever 
covered that country—to be soon Ghewed, we trust, by a 
far more effulgent and glorious light, that of the Bible it- 
self. Even after the books were all gone, the calls were 
numerous from almost all classes. e priests evinced 
no disposition to oppose the dissemination of a faithso op- 
posite and destructive to their own, Indeed a large pro- 
portion of the applicants for books were priests. And it is 
worthy of remark as a peculiar feature in the religion of 
Siam, professedly Buddhist, that multitudes enter the priest- 
hood without feeling the least interest in it as a profession. 
It is said to be the only means of obtaining an education, 
and a young man is not entitled to any station of res- 
—? ull he has served an apprenticeship in.a pa- 
goda. 

_ The boaks were evidently read, and often with much 
serious attention. On one occasion they were waited on 
by a priest of a very respectable appearance and train, 
who informed them that he had read one of their books with 
approbation, but was perplexed with difficulties, of which 
he should be grateful to obtain a solution from their lips. 
He remained_a long time, and the Saviour of sinners was 
the burden of his inquiries:—who was he? what was the 
distinction between him and. the Father? how did he ex- 
piate the sins of the guilty? did his love extend to men of 
all nations? does God the Father bear an equal affection 
to the world ? ard how can a sinner become interested in 
his salvation? Such were his inquiries. He was anxious 
also to learn the nature of sin, the means and process of 
sanctification, and the manner of divine worship. His 
earnestness was so great, that the missionaries could’ not 
_ hope that the Lurd designed to make him a trophy. of 

is grace. . 

e name of Jesus became familiar to man le. 
Their common inquiry was for“ the books of the Lord 
Jesus,” The missionaries, too, were frequently addressed 
by the title of the “ disciples of the eed Soma” and often 
with an encomium upon the cious Being whom they 
served. Souine opposition to the progress of this influence 
was occasionally manifested by the Siamese. 

An extraordinary flow of the river, continuing for a 
month, prevented Mr. Abeel from taking the necessary 
exercise for the preservation of his health, and obliged 
him to accompany Mr. Tomlin to Singapore for its resto- 
— He was there at the commencement of the year 


It ie probable that the same bold and persevering spirit 
which has been displayed in gaining possession of oO 
as a missionary station, nig open scenes of equal pro- 
mise in the surrounding countries. Indeed enough is 
known to leave no room for doubt, that a host of mission- 
aries, willing to hazard their lives for the Lord Jesus, 
might find stations and employment in that part of the 
world. Nor does the field commend itself only to the 
preacher of the (iospel ; ithas strong claims on the numer- 
ous class of pious physicians in our country, whose gifts 
of healing, though by no means miraculous, like those 
possessed and imparted by the first Christian missionaries, 
yet, in their effects, would be an important substitute for 
them throughout the eastern world. 


GO TEACH ALL NATIONS. 


[The following beautiful lines were published some 


months ago in the Religious Intelligencer. They deserve 
all the praise they have received.] . ; 


——‘“I cannot rest :———there comes a sweet 

And secret whisper to my spirit, like 

A dream of night, that tells me I am on 
Enchanted ground. Why live I here? The vows 
Of God are on me, and I may not stop 

To play with shadows or pluck earthly flow’rs, 

Till I my work have done, and render’d u 
Account. The voice of my departed Lord, | 
‘Go Treacu ALL Nations,’ from the eastern worl 
Comes on the night air, and awakes my ear. 


‘¢ And I will go. I may not longer doubt 
To give up fnends, and idol hopes, 
And every tie that binds my heart 
To thée, my country! Why should I regard 
Earth’s little store of borrow’d sweets ? Teme 
Have had enough of bitter in my cup 
To show that never was it His desi 
Who placed me here, that I should Bee in ease, 
Or drink at pleasure’s fountain. Henceforth, then, 
It matters not, if storm or sunshine be 
My earthly lot—bitter or sweet my cup: 
1 only pray, God fit me for the work, 
Ged make me holy, and my spirit nerve 
For the stern hour of strife. Let me but know 
There is an arm unseen that holds me up, 
An 1 that kindly watches all my path, 
*Till ] my weary pilgrimage have en 
_ Let me but know I have a friend that waits 

To welcome me to glory,—and I joy 

To tread the dark and death-fraught wilderness. 


“¢ And when I come to stretch me for the last 

In unattended agony, beneath 

The cocoa’s shade, or lift m y dying eyes 

From Afric’s burning sand, it will be sweet 
That I have toil’d for other worlds than this ; 

I know I shall feel happier than to die 

On softer bed. And if I should reach heaven— 
If one that hath so deeply, darkly sinned, 

If one whom ruin and revolt have held 

With such a fearful grasp—if one for whom 
Satan hath struggled as he hath for me, 

Should ever reach that blessed shore! Oh how 
This heart will flame with gratitude and love ! 
And through the ages of eternal years, 

Thus sav’d, my spirit never shall repent 

That toil and salting Once were mine below.” 


PRIVATE INTERPRETATION.—Protestants are often 
accused of palming upon the people opinions of their 
own and pronouncing them the “word of God.” How 
fully this charge may be retorted upon the Romanist, 
translations like the following will show. Any person 
however unlettered, will be able to see from the spirit of 
the passage that the ‘‘do penance” inserted by the Ro- 
manist, comes in with a halting pace. ‘ Do penance for 
the kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” Matt. iv. 17—“ that 
they should do penance and turn to God, doing works 
worthy of penance.” Acts xxvi. 20. ‘‘ Therefore I repre- 
hend myself and do pewance in dust and ashes’’—instead 
of “I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes.” Job. 


xlii. 6. The design of such interpretations is too evident” 


to need comment.— Text Book o 


Popery. 


_ TEACHING FOR DOCTRINES THE COMMANDMENTS OF 
MEN.—-“‘ After tle same manner also he took the cup 
when he had supped, saying—This cup is the New Testa- 
mentin my blood: this do ye as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
membrance of,me. For as oft as ye eat this bread and 


drink this cup ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.” 
1 Cor. xi. 25, 28, 


With these commands compare the following decrees of 
the great Roman Catholic council of Trent. 


“Whoever shall affirm, that the holy Catholic church 
had not just grounds and reasons for restricting the laity 
and to communion in the species 
or that she hatherred thereir : let him be 


_ *€ Whoever shall deny tbat Christ, whole and entire, the 
fountain and author of every grace, is received under the 
one species of bread ; because, as some falsely affirm, he 
is not then received according to his own institution, in 
both kinds: let him be accursed.” 


| ‘The power of taking away the wine from any but the 
priests, and making such changes in the institutions of 
of Christ himseff is thus asserted :— 


«The council further declares, that im the dispensation 
of the sacraments the church hog) always possessed the 
power, so that their substance was preserved, of making 
such appointments and alterations, according to the ae 
w 


of things, times, and places, as it should jud ; 
veneration 


promote the benefit of the recipients, and 
due to the sacraments themselves.” 
Is not this perverting Scripture ? 
‘¢ To the law and to the testimony, if they speak not ac- 
cording to them, it is because there tobe light inthem.”—Jb. 


Trapirion.—Tr n is @ the utmest importance to 
Papist. It answers many an objection, and stands in 
the place of argument and evidence. There are in the 
Roman Catholic church many opinions and practices for 
which, confessedly, no warrant can be produced from the 
inspired volume. But where Scripture is silent, tradition 
speaks. ‘Such and such things,’ a Protestant may ar- 
gue, ‘are not authorized by the word of God; what mean 
ye by this service?” To this the trve Catholic has a 
ready repiy, ‘“ We have received them by tradition from 
the apostles.” Do you ask for evidence? The only 
answer to be obtained is, ‘‘ The priests have told us so— 
their predecessors gave’ the same instructions to our 
fathers; and so by continual succession these things have 
come to us from the apostles.” In vair do youu 
at probability of mistake, and the uncertainty attend- 
ing oral communications ; in vain do you ask for proof: 
written documents, the source of proof in other cases, are 
out of the question; and besides, the church has decreed 
that tradition has the same authority as the written word, 
and fulminated its curse against all impugners!—Jb. 


THOUGHTS. 


I. Home has a thousand attractions. Who can feel in- 
different to a place where he received his birth—where 
he passed his days of infancy, and indulged in the diver- 
sions of youth—where his body has been so often refreshed 
with sleep, and screened from piercing cold and descend- 
ing torrents—and where he has shared so many social joys, 
from conversation and books, around the friendly fire, or 
in the adjoining garden.—Jay. : 

II. Welcome the cross of Christ, and bear it triumph- 
antly ; but see it be indeed Christ’s cross, and not thy 
own 1-— Wilcox. 

ITl. Growth in grace manifests itself by a oe Se 
that is, a greater naturalness, of character. There will be 
more usefulness, and less noise ; more tenderness of con- 
science, and less scrupulosity; there will be more peace, 
more humility: when the full corn is in the ear, it bends 
down because it is full.— Cecil. 

TV. It is but a small thing to see Christ in a book, as 
men see the world in a map; but to come near unto Christ, 
to love him, and embrace -him, is quite another thing— 


ord. 

plead for those opinions upon which 
would be loath to venture their souls in a dying hour. 
value more the judgment of a dying saint about justifica- 
— than all the wrangling disputes of learned men.—7’. 
Cole. 
VI. In order to read the Bible with profit, we must be- 
gin by denying ourselves every step of the way; for, every 
step of the way, it will be found to oppose our corrupt na- 
ture. —Cecil. 

VII. A Christian is not a figure; you may take mate- 
rials, and make up the figure of a man, and give it the va- 
rious parts of the human body, and even make them 
move, by wires; but a Christian is not moved in religion 
by machinery, but /ife. Nothing is forced and artificial. 


Vili, These often go to God in duties, with their faces 
towards the world; and, when their bodies are on the 
Mount of Ordinances, their hearts will be found at the 
foot of the hil', going after their covetousness.— Boston. 

1X. Trials are medicines which our gracious and wise 
Physician prescribes because we need them; and he pro- 
purtions the frequency and the weight of them to what the 
case requires. Let us trust in his skill, and thank him 
for all his prescriptions.—J. Newton. 


DiscoursEs TO YounG Men.— Messrs. George, Latimer 
& Co. have recently published, in a very neat form, small 
enough for the pocket, the following, among other valua- 
ble Books. T'he Young Man’s Glory, by the Rev. Dr. 
Tyng ; Ameyican Enterprise, by the Rev. Albert Barnes ; 
The Golden Rule by the Rev.George S. Cookman; and 
Wisdom’s Call, by the Rev. William T. Brantly. We 
have turned them over with pleasure, and rejoice to see 
the Baptist, the Episcopalian, the Methodist, and the 
Presbyterian, joining hands in so good a cause. The 
earnest and evangelical appeals of Dr. Tyng are well 
adapted to move the hearts of the young. Mr. Barnes has 
compréssed much matter of importance into a narrow 
compass and although we feel as if he had overloaded his 
subject with names and examples, we also acknowledge 
that he has touched a chord whieh should oftener vibrate 


k | at the sounds of wisdom. The advices of Dr. Brantly, 


like all that he writes are forcible, couched in strong terms, 
illustrated in an original manner, and all bearing upon the 
main topic, the value of genuine wisdom to the young. 
In reading Mr. Cookman’s discourse, we have felt as when 
we have listened to his animated preaching, the charm of 
fervent simplicity. It is fraught with solemn, striking ideas, 
and we greatly prefer it, for the object intended, to learned 
and ambitious dissertations. Ifoccasionally too colloquial, it 
has a fault which in this age of grandiloquence, “leans 
to virtue’s side.” 


FOREIGN. 


LATEST FROM EUROPE. 

The packet ships John Jay from Liverpool, and Havre 
from Havre, have brought London dates to 7th and Paris 
to the 11th December. 

The principal information of interest is that relating to 
the progress of the unhappy war between Belgium and 
Holland. The cannonading of the citadel of Antwerp 
which commenced early in December was still continuing 
at the last advices with various success. We give below 
some extracts from the papers which will put our readers 
in possession of the most important facts relative to the 
progress of the siege. 


ANTWERP, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 12 o’clock.—The can- 
nonading has continued since yesterday briskly enough, 
et not with the force which some persons expected.— 
ome of the batteries on the French side have distinguish- 
ed themselves by the accuracy of their fire; others are 
said to have pointed too high, so that some shells and balls 
passed over the citadel, and fell into the Scheldt. 

_ Fort Montebello, which ts an advanced wofk of the 
town, and which is in the hands of the French what those 
of St. Laurent and Kiel were in the hands of the Dutch, 
has fired yesterday and this day against the bastion of the 
citadel called Pacedo. 

The number of guns, employed by the French, are now 
officially stated to be 60 cannons, of various calibre, and 
22 mortars and howitzers. The chief fire of the citadel as 
far as 1 could see from an elevated situation, has been 
latterly directed towards the batteries in front of Fort Kiel. 
Forts St. Laurent and Kiel have been silent since yester- 
da 

The citadel already shows external marks of the injuries 
it suffers. A fire broke out in one of the buildings at half 
past 3 o’clock, the smoke of which continues. I saw 
among many shells that fell in it, one burst and break off 
a considerable portion of the corner of the gable end of 
one of the large buildings. __ | 

The French works in the third parallel are stated to be 
advancing. The weather is fine for the season—sharp, 
yet hazy, which prevents persons from distinguishing the 
effect of the different shells, on the batteries or citadel.— 
There was a slight frost last night, which the French hope 
is a prelude of a strong ice, so as to enable them to attack 
the Tete de Flandres. Sp 

The Citadel still held out; the fighting had become 
more severe, and the loss greater. Sallies were frequent- 
ly made by the besieged, with various success. 

ANTWERP, Dec. 7.—JNine in the morning —“ The last 
night has not produced all Ghe advantages that were ex- 

ted. In the evening orders were issued for taking the 

unetta St. Laurent by storm, as its possession by the 

French army, or at least its evacuation by the enemy, is 
indispensible for the success of the siege. 

Six o’clock in evening, another corre 
—‘ During the las. thirty-six hours the defence of the ci- 
tadel has assumed a more serious character. The slight 
resistance offered to our works, the mildness of the early 
firing from the besieged, and the promptitude with whicn 
the guns were dismounted, has rendered the preseat 
change more remarkable. 

About five o’clock yesterday evening three or four com- 
panies came out of the citadel and fired upon our work- 
ing parties, and early this morning a fusillade was com- 
menced, and has. been kept up nearly throughout the 
day, from Fort Saint Laurent, which has much annoyed 


us. 

We can distinctly see the soldiers approach the parapet 
at regular intervals with great promptitude, discharge their 
muskets aud retire. They also make great use of mortar 
batteries, placed more in the rear, and which we have 
great difficulty in reaching, whence they discharge upon 
us a great number of shells, thrown with such precision 
that they nearly all fall into our batteries. 

From time to time they also send us showers of grape, 
which we sup to be fired from small pieces brought 
forward for moment, discharged two or three times 
and then withdrawn. ¥ 

The apparent indolence of the besieged during the past 
days may now be attributed to their hopes that we might 
have been led by our confidence of success to commit 
some great error, but they have deceived themselves, for 
our works have been continued as they were begun, with 
the utmost prudence. During the last two days the en- 
gineers and artillery bave been exposed to the musketry 
of the citadel, and six of their officers have wounded 
more or less 


severely.” 


Antwerp, Dee. 7, eight o'clock i the morning.—The 
Laurent is great loss 


not to be reduced 
since last eveni 
for an hour and a half. 

At 11 o’clock, hast night, a brisk cannonade was seen 
and heard from the tower of St.. Andrew’s church at the 
forts Calloo and St. Marie; in the neighbourhood two 
farins were set on fire. In the course of night a pow- 
o’clock.— men yesterday 
adiers, and had ‘oui ed. A shell, ill- 
aimed by the French army, has just burst in the town, in 
the quarter of St. Andre, bat it is not known whether it 
has done any mischief. The inhabitants of that part of the 
town are fleeing with their effects. 

Grom all that we can learn in the papers it appears to be 
understood, that the city of Antwerp will not be firedon by 
Gen. Chasse commander of the citadel. ‘This is a most 
desirable resolution. Yet so great is the fear prevalent 
among the inhabitants of a bombardment of the town that 
they are departing in numbers from the city. General 
Chasse has thus far acted entirely on the defensive. This 
appears to be the determination of the Dutch government 
at least until forced by the Belgians and French to a change 
of policy. The plans of the king of Holland, are a sub- 
ject of much speculation among politicians in Europe, but 
they remain as yet undeveloped. It may be that negocia- 
tions will yet effect a peaceful termination of this unhappy 
war. From the following paragraphs it would seem that 


teen 


posed. | 

Paris, Dec. 10—1 o’clock, P. M.—Count d’Appony, 
who by order of the Cabinet of Vienna has assumed t 
character of a med.ator, received on Saturday meeeents 
by a courier from the Hague, the answer of the Dutc 
ourt to the questions addressed to it by the Austrian 
Charge d’Affaires, on the subject of the definitive inten- 
tions of the king of Holland, now that hostilities have com- 
menced. From which it appears certain that the Dutch 
army will keep on the defensive, unless unforeseen events 
should compel it to abandon that system. All the plans 
and projects of the King of Holland are, however, involv- 
ed in mystery, impenetrable even to the diplomacy of his 
allies.— National. 


Beruin, Nov. 29.—“ We learn that Lieutenant Gen- 
eral de Muffling has been appointed1o proceed to Paris as 
mediator between Holland and France, with a view if 
possible, to effect a evacuation of the Citadel of Antwerp, 
As he rendered esseutial services to the king of Holland 
1815, when he was governor of Paris and Quarter mas- 
ter General of the Prussian Army, hopes are entertained of 
a favourable. result. It would be remarkable indeed if the 
Prussian Government were to procure peace to the West 
of Europe by the same mediator who was sent to the East 
= years ago, and reconciled Russia with the Ottoman 

orte. 


Lonpon, Dec. 9.—The moment of trial for Great Bri- 
tain has come; the elections are commencing under the 
reign of the Constitution. lf we may judge from appear- 


Tories. As to moderate men they have |ittle chance of 
success in the next Parliament. 


IRELAND.—The latest intelligence from this distressed 
country we find in the London papers of the 7th of Dec. 
and is as follows:—A very numerous meeting of the 
Privy Council assembled yesterday, and declared the 
county of Kildare under the provisions of the ‘‘ Peace Pre- 
servation Act.” This proceeding has been rendered 
necessary by the state of disturbance in that county. 
The Government has shown every readiness to give their 
utmost assistance to preserve public peace and to pro- 
tect the lives and property of the well disposed.—Dudblin 

mes. 

The Droghera Journal states that an attack was made 
on Wednesday, by the peasantry, on a small party of po- 
lice that had been detached from a large force of military 
and pohce engaged in the collection of tithes. Two of the 
peasantry were killed, and a police man who endeavoured 
to reach the main body, for the purpose of informing them 
of the dangerous situation of his comrades, was shot dead 
by the insurgents. 


Turkry AND Ecypt.—Constantinople, Nov. 10.— 
“The Egyptian army, under Ibrahim Pacha, has after a 
pause of nearly two months, resumed its offensive opera- 
tions, occupied the defiles of Cilicia, and dispersed a corps 
of Ottoman troops stationed at Ereckli. On the first inst. 
the Egyptians took possession of Koniah, a town situated 
about half way from the frontiers of Syria to Constantino- 
ple. This news appears to have accelerated the depar- 
ture of the Grand Vizier, who set out forthe army on the 
3d inst. The Sultan himself, with al his Ministers, were 
present at a dinner which was given at Scutari, in honoar 
of the Grand Vizier, previous to his departure. The 
Turkish fleet returned to the Hellesponte on the 5th inst. 
and is now at anchor near the castles of the Dardenelles. 


October. On the 7th inst. an English schooner arrived 
here with part of Hussein Pacha’s treasure, that had been 
carried of from Tarsus by a Greek captain, and recover- 
ed by the exertions of the English resident at Napoli de 
Romania, and the Greek Secretary of State. This trea- 
sure, among which is a portrait of the Sultan, richly 
set with diamonds, is said to be worth two million of 
piastres.”’ 


DOMESTIC. 


ConGress.—The debates in Congress are principally 
upon the 'T'ariff bill, in the lower house, and the Land bill 
in the Senate. No decision has been made on either of 
these important subjects. : 

In the senate, the judiciary committee reported on 
Monday, a bill of seven sections, conformed substantially 
to the recommendations of the late message of the Presi- 
dent. 


GEORGIA AND THE Miss1onaRiEes.—We alluded a 
day or two since, to a rumour that the Missionaries now 
in the Georgia Penitentiary were about to withdraw their 
suit in the Supreme Court of the United States against the 
State of Georgia, and that Governor Luinpkin would im- 
mediately issue his warrant for the discharge of the Mis- 
sionaries from imprisonment. e now have it in our 
power to assert as a fact what was before stated as a 
ruinour. The mail of yesterday brought us the following 
letter, dated 


Augusta, Geo. Jan. 10th, 1833. 

‘“¢T have just seen a letter dated ‘Penitentiary Mil- 
ledgeville, Jan. 8th,” and signed S. A. Worcester and 
E. Butler, informing the Attorney General of this State, 
that they had forwarded instructions to their Counsel, to 
withdraw their motion to prosecute their case before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and to prosecute it 
no further. 

‘<< "The belief here is, that the Governor is ready to _ 
them an unconditional pardon, if he has not already done 


“ Charleston, Jan. 7, 1833. 
‘«¢ By to day’s mail Mr. has received a letter from 
the Secretary of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Forei issions, informing him that they have order- 
ed the suit against the State of Georgia in behalf of the 
Missionaries to be discontinued, and advised the Mission- 
aries no longer to remainin confinement, but to leave the 
State : ‘thus happily removing one cause of excitement at 
the South, which threatened, in any view which could be 
taken of it, the most alarming consequences.” 
We deem it highly auspicious to the country, that an 
adjustment of this ae controversy has taken place: 
thus avoiding the dreaded crisis of a direct collision be- 
tween the State of Georgia and the Supreme Judicial ‘fri- 
bunal of the nation. As to the Missionaries individually, it 
is a matter of much less moment; for although they love 
freedom as well as other men, and feel the deprivation of 
it as keenly ; yet they are willing to be useful in any way 
which Providence may seem to point out.They have 
borne their testimony against oppression as long as there 
is any hope of its availing any thing in behalf of the injur- 
ed Cherokees,—and they now consent to drop proceedin 
and leave the State, because under all circumstances, it 
seems to be the course of wisdom and duty. Their de- 
meanor in prison has been such as ina remarkable d 
to secure the favour of the keeper, and of all who have 
come in contact with them. By their preaching, religious 
conversation and example, they have been eminently pse- 
ful to many of the prisoners, so that, looking to this point 
alone, the 15 or 18 months they have been in confinement 
has not been unprofitably spent.—V. Y. Journal of Com- 


merce, 


Co.onizaTion SociEty.—This society held its an- 
nual meeting in Washington on the 21st of January. The 
Report of its proceedings for the past year, was deeply 
interesting and encouraging. Many distinguished men 
were present aad took in the exercises. The Rev. 
Mr. Hammett, of Virginia, (Chaplain to the House of Re- 
presentatives) moved the acceptance of the report. In 
the eloquent address with which he favoured the meeting, 
he remarked that he or the feelings and views of t 
Church to which he belonged. At the last General Con- 
ference of the Methedist _—w Church, held at Phila- 
delphia, which was attended by Delegates from every 
State in the Union, a resolution was unanimous! adopted 
instructing the Ministers of the Church to aid the objects 
of the Society, and giving permission to the Bishops to 
act as its Agents. he num r of those ministers was ten 
thousand : the members of the church numbered six 
hundred thousand:: and their hearers exceeded, in num- 
ber, three millions. The influence of this Chureb, vast, 
extensive, and increasing, as it is, would, he assured the 
society, be exerted in their favour. This church looked 
upon the operations of this society as the only ray of light 
and hope which fell on a dark feature in our country's 
character. 


“He looked forward to the day when Monro- 
via would be to Africa, what New York was to this re- 
public; when steeples and I 
its marts would be ¢rowded with the commerce 
world: when the hidden resources of Africa would be de- 
veloped and brought into action, and ber whole popula- 
tion, redeemed from barbarism, afford a s er- 


ing and-delightful to the heart of the Christian and phi- 


eastward 
‘publican. 


mediation between the contending powers has been pro- | ga} 


ances, all the persons elected will be either Radicals or 


The Egyptian fleet entered the port of Suda on the 25th of 


churches would rise in it; when 
"of the | 


lngthropiet . “These are bold views, but who will'say that 
they can never be realised 


ITEMS. 
at this moment abounds with professional 
are 1523 painters, draftsmen* and 
one. hundred and fifty-one sculptors ; three he and. 
ten engravers (c 
eighty 


sand five hundred ditto of inferior rank. Total five thou- 
sand eight hundred aad four. “% 


sd on the Ohio 
last year, and of this amount. nearly 
through the Welland Canal.— g 


Sratx 
y a memorial to Congress, taken a iminary ste 
paratory to the admission of Michigau into the Vai nde 
troit Cour. 


1n Germany.—The public authorities in the 
district of Dernbach (Weimar) have issued an order to pre- 
vent children from joini ie dancers in taverns, &c. 
—to correct the present addiction of children to the drink- 
ing of ardent spirits—and to ne nts from bring- 
ing up their children to the trade ing. ‘The last 


we should expect tu follow the two fermer. A litile atten- 
tion to morals of parents would evidently not be 
amiss. ad 


The curious and valuable library of Sir James Mackin- 
tosh was sold at auction in November, in n. It is 
stated that “ Princes, eminent men of letters, and even 


ministers of state,” were present on several of the days of 
e. 


Dr. 8 
lished in Glasgow.— Baptist 


A new edition of Dr. Alexander’s work on the Canon 
of Scripture has appeared in England. 


lt is stated in a Bordeaux paper, that the Freneh Go- 
verninent intends to subinit to the Chambers, in the course 
of session, a project of a law for the trial of the Duehass de 
Berri before the Chamber of Peers. If the law pass, the 
trial will commence after the close of the session. Mean- 
while the Duchess is to be detained at Blaye, under 
the responsibility of Ministers. 


Eruption OF Mount violent eruption of 
Mount A®tna touk place on the 17th and 18th of Novem- 
ber, which destroyed Bronte, a town situated nine leagues 
from Catania, and which contained a powulation of TzN 
THOUSAND PERSONS. 


e’s Lectures on Revivals have been repub- 


Rev. W. Torrey.—We learn from Buenos Ayres that 
the immediate cause of the release of Mr. ‘lorrey from 
imprisonment, was the discovery by one of his lawyers, 
(in searching among the ponderous tomes of Spanish law 
authority,) of a Bull of Pipe Benedict XIV. addressed 
to the United Provinces, and of course infallible, in which, 
after expressing the grief and indignation of His Holiness 
that any of his spiritual children should be guilty of the 
‘detestable crime” of marriage with heretics, not in the 
forms of the Catholic Chureh, and enjoining penance, 
confession, &c., on the Catholic party to these marri » 
he declares that such marriages are valid, and their obli- 
gations perpetual; and that neither party, during the hfe 
of the other, can on any. pretext of not having been 
married in the Catholic form, dissolve the connexion. A 
few days after this discovery, the Governor sent an order 
the proceedings and set the parties at liberty. —Jour. 
of Com. 


The Census of Missouri, as recently taken by authority 
of the State, presents an a gate of 176,216 souls of 
whom 32,184 are Slaves. great increase since 1830. 
The number of white males, we observe, exceeds that of 
the white females, by nearly nine thousand souls. 


Au able and elaborate report was made to the Legisla- 
ture of New Jersey, January 19, strongly recommendi 
the erection of a new prison and adopting the principle 
solitary confinement at hard labour. A Bi is expected to 

ass for a new prison, which will tify every friend of 


umanity, who has witnessed the distressed condition of 
the old one. a 


of 288,000 bushels “of wiieat' were - 


Legislative Council have’ 


FEMALE BETHEL FLAG SOCIETY. ‘* 


With divine permission the Rev. Wm. SuppERDs, from 
England, will deliver an address on S:.bbath eveni 
next in the Second Presbyterian Church, corner of Arc 
and Third streets, with a view to elicit benevolent feelings 
in behalf of the Female Bethel Flag Society which hath 
for its object the general good of Mariners and their fami- 
lies. A collection will be taken up in aid of its funds. 


PHILADELPHIA INSTITUTE. 
a of the Managers of the Philadelphia Institute, 
a Sermon will be delivered on Sunday evening next in 
the Seventh Presbyterian Church, in Fourth above Ches- 
nut street by the Rev. Wm. M. EnGxes, to the Young 
Men of the Institute, at 7 o’clock. The Young Men of this 
city, generally, are invited to attend. The whole of the 
lower part of the church will be reserved for them. 
MATTHEW L. BEVAN, 
SAMUEL RICHARDS, 
MATTHEW NEWKIRK, 
A. G. COFFIN, 
ROBERT EARP, 
DR. L. P. GEBHARD.. 
Committee of Arrangement. 


PRICES CURRENT. 


Wheat Flour perbbl. § 575 Beef per barrel 10 25 
Rye Flour do, 4 50 Pork per barrel 25 
Wheat per bushel 116 Hams per pound 10 
Rye do 80 Flax per pound 13 
Wheat brown Stuff per bah! 52 Bacon per pound 6a 

Ryebrown Stuff do 60 Peas per bushel 87 
Corn Meal per hhd 1500 Beans per bushel 25 
Corn Meal per bushel 70 Buckwheat Seed perbushei 50 
Corn per bushel 62 Sugar, N.O. perhund. 7 a 775 


Clover Seed per bsh! 5 5046 50 Sole Leather per pound 22028 
Flax Seed per bushel 163 Upper, fmished, perside % 25 


Feathers per pound 394 40 Calf Skins perdozen 25 a 30 00 
Herd Seed per bushel - 35 Cordevan per dozen 16 00a 2000 
Timothy Seed per bushel 5 50 Linseed O1l, per gallon 96 
Barley per bushel 90 Iron, hammered, per ton 75 @ 85 
Oats per bushel 37 rolled do. 85a 87h 
Summer Oil pergallon 100 Pig No.1 do. 4544600 
Winter Oil per gallon 125 — Pig No.2 do, 30435 00 
Cotton per pou 10 a13 Pig No.3 do. 2743000 
Plaister per ton 475 Hollow ware, do. 75 00 
Hops per lb.—first sort 27 a 28 Band Iron, rton 10500 
Dried Peaches per bushel 400 Hvop do. . 120 a 340 00 
Dried Apples per bushel 250 SheetIron do. 1554160 00 
Butter per pound 25 American Steel, do. 105 _ 
Lard per pound 124 English Cast Steel per Ib. 184a1 
Eggs per dozen 15 do. Blis do. 14a 15 
Mackerel per barrel, No, !, 6 50 (Sat. Cour. 


THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. — 
HENRY’S Exposition, 6 vols; 
Scott’s Bible, 3 vols ; Clarke’s Commentary, 6 vols 
Works of Rev. J Mason, 4 vols; 
Times of Baxter; ; 
Works of Rev. Robert Hall, vols 1 and2; South’s He- 
brew Poetry; Payson’s Sermon’s 3 vols; Pulpit As- 
sistant, 2 vols in one; Edward’s Works, 10 vols; 
Stuart on the Romans; Stuartonthe Hebrews; Leigh- 
ton’s Select Works; Bickersteth’s Works, 1° vol; 
M‘Knight on the Epistles, l vol; do. do. 4 vols; 
Doddridge’s Family Expositor; Doddridge’s Miscellane- 
ous Works; Horne’s Iptroduction, 4 vols; Horne on 
the Psalms; Jay’s Works,3 vols; Robinson’s Calmets 


Dictionary; Cruden’s Concordance, London edition; 


Cruden’s Concordance, American ed.; Paley’s Works, 
6 vols; Jones’ Chureh History; Mosheim’s do. do. 
Mitver’s do. do. Gaston’s Collections; Chalmer’s 
Works; Jahn’s Introduction; Jahn’s Archeelogy ; 
Knox on the Reformation; Witsius on the Creed, &c. 
, For sale by 
FRENCH & PERKINS, 
159 Chesnut street. 


CATHOLIC CONTROVERSY. 

WW HETHAM & D’HART, 22 South Fourth street, 

have made arrangements to publish in Monthly 
Nos. during the discussion between the Rev. Messrs. 
Hughes and Breckinridge, on the truth of the Reman 
Catholic a oo the arguments of the Gentlemen on 
either side. These pamphlets will be prepared at the 
Office of The Presbyterian, and being revised by the au- 
thors themselves, will contain all the arguments which iss 


appear, in their original form and correctness. Price 1 
cents. 


of Education of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States, edited by John 
reckinridge, A. M. Corr. Secretary. 
Familiar Dialogues on close Communion, by Antidelt 
exhibiting in a plain and familiar manner, Views o 
Pedobaptists on Christian Communion, and the subjects 


and mode of Baptism. 3 
Sancho, or the Proverbijalist. Bayard’s ition of 
the Constitution of the United States. Wisdom’s Call. 


The Golden Rule. Divine Breathings. 

Also—The Young Communicant’s Catechism, by Rev. 
John Willison: Shorter Catechism. Key to do. 
Brown’s Catechism. Watts’ do. For sale b 

WHETHAM & D’HART, 
22 south Fourth street. 


THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. 
@TANDARD Works of the Rev. Wm. Jays vols. 
Robinson’s Calmet Dictionary of the B ble. 
Doddridge’s Expositor, London, 1 vol. 

Do. Miscellaneous Works, do.- 1 vol, 
Cruden’s Concordance, new London edition. 
Donnegan’s Lexicon. Pickering’s Lexicon. 
Burkett’s Notes on the New Testament, London. 


Stackhous’ History of the Bible, London, 3 vols. 
Michaelis’ Hebrew Bible. Mosheim’s Church History: 
Van-der-H t’s do. do. ighton’s Works. 
_ Schleusner’s Lexicon, 3vols. Bypwn’s History of Mis- 
sions. 
and for sale at fhe Theological Book 
tore 
GEORGE, LA & CO. 


No. 13 south 


PSALMS & HYMNS: 


street. 


- APPROVED by the General Assembly of the Prebyterien 


SOLOMON ALLEN, 
May 25—wtfif No. 317 Cheanu 


t street, 


Scott’s Bible, 6 vols; _ 


Orme’s Life and © 
Henry’s Miscellaneous Works; 


fx DUCATION ANNUAL.—The Annual of the Beard | 
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solid principles atid i 


> 
7 


consequently fallin 


nC shall bé carefu} to 
the use of. 


| or insulting 
shalt-make no appeal to preja- 


_ dice or passion—but availing myself of those 


advantages which are peculiar to the cause of 
the medium of rational Sumisanta founded upon 


t I discriminate between the false 
doctrines of modern sects and the individuals 
whoge.misfortune it ip 
the belief of. them,.without a knowledge and 
‘sometimes without even pees their er- 
‘Ignorance of trath is crimiial, 

when it is volyntary, and when men 
Paity-attachments, prejudice ot hu- 


shall merely premise in addition.to what I have 
stated, that, i 


man respect dread the consequences of inves- 
tigation. —But even then, God alone is the 


judge before whose tribunal they shall stand 
or fall..:. I judge no man—be the sect or de- 
When’ we reflect that there was a time 
ee the multitude of believers had but one 
heart and one soul, and contrast that period 
with the conflict of opinions, and the rivalship 
of creeds which have produced the present dis- 
tracted condition of the Christian family, the 
lover of truth may find enough to make him 
weep for charity.. Then, there was gue berd, 
one faith, one baptism; constituting the unity 
of Spirit in the pend of peace. Now, the 
baptism, the faith, and the Lord himself are 
become so thany topics of dispute, watch- 


- words of division and signals of contradic- 


tion. Men under pretence of reforming his 
.church;, have tampered with the integrity of 
Christian belief, and either blind or despe- 
rately indifferent to the consequences, have 
butst the ligaient which bound the doc- 
trines of Christianity together, and lett them 


defenceless against the invading of 
r 


fidelity. The ancient land-marks of the 
Christian’s belief have been removed—the 
works of the citadel have been broken:down, 
and the breach once made, Religion has been 
robbed, as far-as it was in the power of man’s 
perverted ek! to rob her, of the very 
privilege and principle of self-preseryatioh. 
| hat is the cause of this unhappy state of 


What is the principle that 


dced stich a harvest of creeds, in 


‘ which the wheat of sound doctrines is gcarce- 
ly perce the tares and cockle of 
delusiont is pri 


at principle, Rev. Sir, is pri- 


pate interpretation. The Presbyterian Church 


' Fike every other church that has adopted it, 


is too weak to. sustain its pressure, and is 
apart, under its opera- 
tion. That principle, or as it is regarded 
among Protestants, that privilege, is destruc- 
tive of unity, by making doctrine like mat- 
ter, infinitely divisible. Let a sect be com- 
posed of only three individuals, and, if pri- 
vate interpretation be adopted as the cement 
of religious union, they will not long cling 


. ther... But the confessions of faith by 


which -Protestants endeavour to preserve the 
unity of spirit in the bond of peace, is a prac- 


‘tical proof that they themselves do not regard 


ey interpretation as conservative of truth. 
Let it not be said that these. remarks warrant 
the charge that the.Catholic Religion is hostile 
to the dissemination and perusal of the holy’ 
Scriptures. I protest against such an infer- | 
ence; all that I want to establish is contained ; 
inthe spirit and letter of St. Peter’s declara- ' 
tiony.that ‘¢no prophecy of Scripture is of 
an interpretation.” 7 
ow the Protestant ‘‘rule of faith” utter- 
ly reverses this declaration, and makes- all 
ripture of every private interpretation. The 
Protestant rule of faith, is, if I am not mis- 
taken (and if I be, I will thank you for cor- 


rection) the Bible alone. 


“The Bible alone,” then, is, you suppose, 
‘that infallible rule of faith established by 
Christ, to guide us in matters of religion, for 
the purpose of determining disputes in the 
church of Christ,” to the existence of which 
we have both subscribed our names. Allow. 
me, Rev. Sir, here to remark, that whether 
you chose to recognise, or to deny the exis- 

‘tence of an ** infallible rule of faith,’? was to 
me, a matter of utter indifference. The cause 
of truth would have been vindicated as much 
by the denial, as it can be by the admission. 
In the former case you would have reduced 
the religion of Christ to a matter of opinion, 
and this is precisely what you do, not by ad- 
mitting its existence, for in this you were 

ight, but by restricting it as Protestants are 

ob iged to do, to the Biblealone. . 

ou 


have sufficiently defined the rule of 


faith by telling us that it was established by 
Christ, ‘‘for the purpose of guiding us ip 
matters of religion and of determining dis- 

ites in his church.”? Now it is altogether 
inconsistent with our belief of the personal 
character and attributes of Jesus Christ, to 
suppose that he would have established this 
‘‘rule of faith,” as a means, without having 
rendered it competent to the end, for which it 
was established. As 4 rule, therefore, it must 
he practically as well as theoretically infalli- 
ble. Otherwise it would be incompetent to the 
end for which it was established, and could 
neither “guide us in matters of religion, nor 
determine our disputes.” It would bea 
mockéry ; more ow of the Arabian impos- 
tor, than of the Son of God. The * infalli- 
ble rule-of faith” then, which you have ad- 
mitted in our regulations for this controversy, 
rust be infallible, not only in itself, but in 
its application to the purposes of its establish- 
ment, 60 a8 to give those who abide by its 
decision an infallible certainty that they abide 
in the doctrines of Christ. ! 

‘Let us now examine whether the Protestant 
rule of faith—the Bible alone—is competent 


_ by practical application, to the end for which 


such & guide was established by the Saviour 


- ofmen. In other words, let us see whether 


your definition of that rule, as a Protestant, 
does not conflict with with your admission pf 
existence as a I shall conduct 
e examination on the principles alread 
iaid dows, Which at liberty to refut. 
if you can, but}which, if-you do not refute, 
all be looked upon as copceded,—for I wish 
you to be advi that ip the whole contro- 
~versy, every inch of ground which is not dis- 
puted ‘by you, shall be looked upon, as so 
up to the cause of Catholicity and 
truth. And atthe same time, I have to re- 


quest of'you, as an honorable adversarv that | 


to context and meaning. 
oh The question then is 


all who. adopt 


facta. I 


you are at liberty to refute | 


ing a refutation, you will take up 
sng) own words and accord- 


is: Is the Bible 
t practical rule of faith, cea 
Christ, to guide in, matters of religion 
aud to, détermite disputes in his Church?” 
f it ig not, then it will follow, that the 
whidle Protestant system, that is, the system 
the Bible alohe to “ guide 
them: in matters of religion,” hinges on a 
open which is vicious ‘and defective. I 
ill now proceed to state the reasons which 
should make it manifest to every unprejadi- 
ced mind, Pang the Bible alone, is not, and 
caniiot be that infallible rule established by 
lirist for the purpose of determining 
in fis Church. These 


dis- 
will 


jay down in distinct paragraphs in order to | 


make them convenient for the purposes o 
reference, and to bring them more within 
the reach of refutation, number for number. 

I. The Rule of faith adopted by Protes- 
tants, is the Bible alone—and that rule Pt T 
adinit, was.established by Christ, and in ati. 
ble. The Bible includes all the books of the 
Old and New Testament, acknowledged by 
the Protestant canon of Scripture. Now if 
Christ established the rule of faith, it certain- 
ly.was not the Bible, for it is an historical 
fret, that no part of the New Testament was 
written for several years, apd some of it, not 
until more than half a century after Christ’s 


nomination to which he belongs-what it may. | aécéhsion into heaven. How could the Bible 


alone, then, be a rule of faith to those Chris- 
tians who lived, and believed, and died in the 
first century, before the Bible was written? 
‘Had they no infallible rule of faith—for the 
had not the Bible ?, Or did Christ establis 
two rules, one for them and another for us ? 
And if he did, show us the evidence of the 
fact, from the Bible alone. . . 

II. The belief that the Bible alone is the 
infallible rule of faith, is not only an article, 
but a fundamental article of Protestantism. 
Now as it is the peculiar boast of Protestants 
that they*elieve nothing but what is contain- 
ed in the Bible, I ask you to point the chap- 
ter and verse which says, that the ‘+ Bible 
alone is the infallible rule of faith established 
by Christ to guide us in matters of religion, 
and to determine disputes.” If there is no 
such text, then it + osama that the Protes- 
tant rule, is‘a mere gratuitous assumption, 
unauthorised by the very document froin 
which they profess to derive all their doc- 
trine. This assumption is the pedestal on 
which their system stands, and I ask what 
supports the pedestal itself? You will tell 
me that “ Scripture is profitable, for reproof,” 
&c. I admit it, but between that, and its 
being’ the only rule of faith there is a wide 
difference. You will tell me that the Jews 


IV. The Bible alone, cannot be our rule of 
faith, because we are bound as Christians to 
believe that the Bibié is an authentic and in- 
ived books and this I defy any one to prove 
om the Bible alone. a 
~ VY. The Redeemer of the world never in- 
tended that the Bible alune should be the 
rule of faith—because, it was not universally 
known until the end of the fifth century, 
what books, were to be regarded as inspired 
Scripture—consequently the Christians of the 
preceding ages were destitute of that infalli- 
ble rule which you admit was established by 
Christ; or if they possessed a rule at all, it 
certainly was not the Bible alone. Besides, 
consider the millions who believed in Christ, 
and could not read, or could not possess 
themselves of a Bible, before printing was in- 
vented and since, were they on this account— 
are Protestants now who cannot read, desti- 
tute of a rule of faith? 

VI. The Protestant rule of faith is not the 
infallible rule established by Christ—for, the 
object and end of that rule, was to ‘ deter- 
mine disputes in his Church;” and it is an 
undeniable fact that whilst this false rule has 
given rise to interminable controversy among 
the sects that have adopted it;—since the ort- 
gin of Christianity, not so much as one single 
‘¢ dispute” has been ‘determined by the Bible 
alone! | 

VII. The Bible alone, or the Bible operat- 
ed upon by private interpretation, has given 
rise to all the heresies that exist. ‘The Soci- 
nian, the Universalist, the Swedenborgian 
have as good a right to understand its mean- 
ing as you. They protest against the doc- 
trines of the Catholic Church as you do; they 
have the same rule of faith, the Bible alone, 
and is theirs the infallible guide appointed by 
Christ? His rule you admit, was infallible— 
can you say as much of theirs? His rule was 
conservative of unity in his doctrine. Is 

ours? 

VIII. Do you not admit that in holding the 
Presbyterian doctrine you may be in error? 
If so, what confidence have you in the infalli- 
bility of your guide? If so—then you must 
admit the possibility of the Socinian’s being 
right? especially as he follows the principle 
which you recommend to all, as “the infalli- 
ble rule of faith, established by Christ to 
guide us in matters of religion”—the Bible 
alone. Now I ask, is it consistent for you to 
exclude the Socinian from the pale of Chris- 
tianity, whilst you are compelléd to admit by 
your own rule, that your belief may be false 
and his may be true! I say you are compelled 
asa consistent Protestant to make this ad- 
mission—and I am prepared to prove it. 

IX. If the Bible alone be the rule of faith, 
it must be the Bible according to each one’s 
interpretation. Now, Rev. Sir, let me sup- 

se a case to illustrate my meaning. I will: 
imagine four Presbyterian clergymen readin 
the Bible—yourself being included in the 
number. “The one becomes persuaded that 
Unitarianism, is the doctrine of the Bible. 
The other, that it is universal salvation;— 
the third that the doctrine of Swedenborg, is 
the true doctrine, according to Scripture,—I 
ask you whether these brethren would not be 
bound before God as honest men, to quit your 
church and embrace respectively these differ- 
entsystems, which accerding to the Protestant 


| The 


rule of faith are found (relatively to them) in 
the Bible? I say they: whi ary call you 


for the fof thecontrary. But this is not 
all. What if a ray of divine: light should 
‘break in, upon your own mind—what if the 


-scales of prejudice should fall from your eyes 


in the perusal of the sacred page, and you should 
see or imagine you saw, the evidence that Christ 
established a Church to which he commu- 
vicated the attribute of infallibility, and that 
this church can be no other »—shall I sa 
itP—the Roman ask 
again, under such a persdasion would you not 
yourself be bound before God, to embrace the 
doctripes of that Church—even at the risk of 
being called an idolater. I say you would. 
I mention these various dperations of your 
rule of faith, to show that the Redeemer he- 
ver did establish“ to guide us in matters 
of religion and determine disputes in his 
Church®—a principle which in application, 
is found to work the destruction, instead of 
the accomplisliment of the ends for-which it 
was instituted. For these reasons, then, I 
ny it is impossible that the ‘* infallible 
rule of faith”? established by Christ should be 
the Bible alone. —And consequently that the 
Protestant rule is false. 

X. The doctrines of Christ were delivered 
to mankind, and believed as positive truths, 
or facts, about which there could be no 
ground for disputation. Now the object for 
which an ‘infallible rule of faith was estab- 
lished”? by our Saviour, was to guard these 
eternal and unchangeable truths, or facts, 
from being confounded with, or lost in the 
erring speculations of men, who, he foresaw, 
would endeavour to supplant him, by sub- 
stituting their opinions for his doctrine, and 
teaching error in his name. And this being 
the case, is it not as clear as noon-day, that 
the Protestant rule is not the rule established 
by Christ. Why? Because instead of teach- 
ing the doctrines of Christ as positive truths, 
facts, it merely submits them to its votaries 
as opinions, held by the preacher, agreed to 
by those who drew up the confession of faith, 
and supposed io be contained in the Bible. 
But supposed by whom? by the members of 
the sect. And supposed how long? just un- 
til a change comes over the spirit of private 
interpretation. Sir, the most vital tenet of 
Christianity, the pig of Jesus Christ, if 
brought in contact-with the Protestant rule of 
faith, will be dissolved by the very touch, into 
a matter of speculation and mere human opi- 
nion, whereas Jesus Christ never inculcated 
the belief of an opinion. Therefore the Pro- 
testant rule of faith so far from being the foun- 
tain of infallible assurance as to what doc- 
trines we should believe, is on the contrary 
the very parent of uncertainty and cannot 
consequently be that *‘infallible rule estab- 
lished by Christ, to guide us in matters of 
religion, and to determine disputes in his 
Church.” 

I might still multiply these arguments, 
but it is unnecessary. The conclusions are 
fairly drawn, and I hold myself prepared to 
prove the premises and vindicate the reason- 
ing whenever they are called in dispute. 
question is not how many great and 

ood men have been involved in the same 
delusion as yourself with regard to the rule 
of faith, The question is not how many 


| brilliant minds have been warped, and turned 
jaside from rectitude of judgment on the 


subject of religion, by adopting or inherit- 
ing from birth and educatiun, a principle 
of guidance in religion, which principle, 
when examined is found to be in itself repug- 
nant to reason, unauthorized by Revelation, 
and in its practical consequences utterly 
subversive of the doctrines of Christianity, 
by inte them to the uncertainty of mere 
opinion. But the question is, what is “ that. 
infallible rule established by Christ to guide 
us in matters of religion, for the purpose of 
determining disputes in the Church of 
Christ,”*»—whose existence you have recog- 
nized ? 

The cause of truth requires that you should 
meet my arguments and refute them, article 
for article. What course yuu will adopt to 
accomplish this, it is difficult for me to con- 
ceive. But I am satisfied that our readers 
will not be contented with that sliding sys- 
tem of controversial tactics by which the op- 
ponents of the true religion, are accustomed 
to “slur the notes” of an argument, which 
they cannot answer. One part of this sys- 
tem is, to draw consequences from our lan- 

uage which we never intended, and then re- 
ute their own deductions, instead of taking 
up the real difficulty, and grappling with the 
reasons by which it is sustained. Another is, 
to appeal to party feelings, and touch the 
string of prejudice against the Catholic reli- 
gion. I know that there are individuals, in 
every Protestant denomination, who are not 
to be operated on by any or all the resources 
of evasion. ‘There are men of every denomi- 
nation, who with a candid, honest, and im- 
partial mind, will judge our arguments ac- 
cording to their intrinsic evidence—I ask no 
more. 

The importance of determining the ques- 
tion of the rule of faith must be manifest to 
all who have reflected on the subject. In 
controversy, it is like the standard of weights 
and measures used in the disposal of mer- 
chandise; whenever the merchant uses false 
standards, he is certain to cheat his custom- 
ers or himself. It is then, Rev. Sir, useless 
for you to condemn the doctrines of the 
Catholic church until you shall have proved 
that the rule by which you judge them, is 
the infallible rule. The doctrines of Chris- 
‘tianity have been regarded by the Catholic 
church from the beginning, 4s fixed stars in 
the firmanent of Revelation.~ She ascertain- 
ed and certified their existence by the same 
infallible rule, (oc if I be allowed to continue 
the figure,) the same telescope which she re- 
ceived from Jesus Christ himself, as the true, 
and only true medium of observation. By 
this means she knew them from the com- 
mencement, by this means she defined more 
clearly in her general councils, their exist- 
ence, relative position, and influence, as 
occasion required,—and by this means also, 
she was enabled to detect the ‘* new lights,” 
which men in every age attempted to plant in. 
her firmament. ‘Thus it was, that amidst the 
contending elements of heresy, on the right 
hand and on the left, she has pursued the even 
tenor of her way, imparting to all nations, and 
to all generations, as she passed the knowledge 
of the doctrines which her founder, Christ, 
commanded her to teach and preach to every 
creature. Some fifteen hundred years after 
her establishment, a few individuals rise up 
in the might of private opinion, and assert 
that the church had fallen into error, begin 
to teach new doctrines, and reject others 
which had always been believed. This act 
is what is called in history by the specious 


fessed their willingness to abide by the dé- 
cision of the church, touching their opinions, 
but as soon as the church applying the 
proper medium of infallible discernment had 
pronounced their opinions to be contrary to 
the doctrines of Christ, as soon as she had 
refused to raise their ‘* new lights” to the 
dignity of fixed stars in the heavens of be- 
lief—froth that moment, it was determined 
that they should declare themselves inde- 
opera of the church; and that they should 
fabricate a “telesgape” of theirown. They 
have done so, but neither could .this deter- 
mine what were the fixed and immutable 
doctrines of Christianity. The German Re- 
former wished all mén to see as he saw—but 
the medium of observation which was correct 
at Wirtemberg, was found to be deceitfal at 
Geneva, and thus every man who felt himself 
called upon to labour in the Reformation, 
bégah by making his own ‘telescope. And 
not only this ; every individual is furnished 
with a pocket spy-glass—by which he has a 
right to: judge the doctrine of his minister, 
and see whether it is coriformable to the dis- 
coveries of the great telescope, contained in 
the “Confession of Faith”—to judge of the 
confession itself, and see whether it is con- 
formable to the Bible—and: to judge of the 
Bible and see whether it is conformable to 
his—spy-glass—-that is, private interpreta- 
tion. 

Thus, Rev, Sir, thus it was that you judg- 
ed of the Catholic doctrines of Christianity 
in your letter which gave occasion to this 
controversy. You say itis our faith that is 
contrary to the doctrines of Christ; I say it is 
not our faith, but your spy-glass; and I pro- 
test against your mensuration of either Ca- 
tholic ot Protestant doctrine, until you shall 
have proved that your instrument of measur- 
ment, is the *‘ infallible rule of faith estab- 
lished by Christ,” as expressed in our articles 
of agreement. Now the Westminster Con- 


fession of Faith, to which, some will contend - 


that you pay greater deference than to the 
Bibie itself, declares that ** the infallible rule 
of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture 
itself.”? But be it remembered that this is the 
enactment not of the Bible, but of a number 
of men, assembled at Westminster, Anno 
Domini 1647. by order of Parliament, to 
make a religion for the united kingdoms of 
great Britain and Ireland. And I leave it 
to any man of common sense, if this rule of 
interpretation, which they call infallible is not 
a mere sophism—seeing that the scripture to 
be ‘interpreted and the Scripture by which it 
is to be interpreted are both equally subjected 
to the pocket-glass of the reader’s private in- 
terpretation. Would it not be absurd to say 
that the laws of this commonwealth expound 
their own meaning, without a judge? The 
same Confession of Faith says that “ the su- 
ea judge by which all controversies of re- 
igion are to be determined, can be no other 
but the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scrip- 
tures.” But this is only begging the question 
and ,does not reach the difficulty:—Seeing 
that the subject of dispute turns precisely on 
this question, what does the Holy Spirit say?— 
*¢ speaking in the Scriptures. ” 

You will observe, Rev. Sir, that I have 
said nothing on thesubject of the Catholic rule 
of faifh—which, however, cannot but be con- 
siderably, though indirectly strengthened, if 
my arguments against the Protestant principle 
cannot be met by evidences stronger on the 
ether side, than those I have put forth. It 
only remains for you toshow that the Protes- 
tant rule of faith, is that ** infallible rule es- 
tablished by Christ to guide us in matters of 
religion and to determine disputes in his 
Church.” 

The Scriptures are indeed the inspired word 
of God; as such they have been guarded and 
vindicated by the church. God forbid that 
I should ascribe to them, the errors of those 
who claim to walk under their guidance. 
The only object I have had in view, is to 
show that the rule of faith adopted by Pro- 
-testants, is a rule which will lead infallibly 
to the abuse of the Scriptures, and to the des- 
truction of the revealed doctrines of Christi- 
anity. The Bible alone, in other words, 
private interpretation may serve the purpose 
of the Presbyterian against the Catholic, but 
it will equally serve the purpose of the Soci- 
nian against both. 

In the course of this letter I have spoken with 
entire freedom of the principles of Protestant 
doctrine. If any one should be offended at 
this, I beg such a person to remember that 
i invited me to the discussion; and that 

aving accepted the invitation, it would not 
be generous to find fault with me for speak- 
ing the truth, and the whole truth, provided 
I give facts and reasoning to prove that I 
speak nothing but the truth. 

Yours, very respectfully, | 
Jno. Hucues. 


P. S. In your last letter, published under 
the head of private correspondence, you intro- 
duced several topics which are certainly for- 
eign to the occasion of this controversy. The 
first is, quotations from your letter in the 
Christian Advocate, to show that you were 
obliged to answer the difficulties presented 
to you in the Baltimore manuscript. Now 
in reference to this, I have already stated 
that I professed to know nothing of the 
matter, until your Jetter published in August 
and September made it public, that you had 
challenged, * Priests and Bishops,” to this 
discussion, the whole field of controversy. 

The second is, that you represent me as 
having, in a letter addressed to the Editor of 
the Philadelphian, arraigned the clergy of 
some half a dozen of Protestant denomina- 
tions for manifesting a spirit of retreat 
during the Cholera. This may of course en- 
list the feelings of those clergymen against 
me as a public accuser; but I appeal to the 
letter itself and to the recollection of this 
community to say whether [ preferred any 
charge of my own against them. On the 
contrary, I took up the charges as they 
had been preferred, by a correspondent o 
the Philadelphian signed “ a Presbyterian,” 
against the Protestant clergy, for abandoning 
their posts at sucha time. It was in the act 
of replying to these ~~ of his correspon- 
dent, by the Editor, that the unfortunate 
insinuation was made against the moral purity 
of the Catholic clergy, which after all, may 
have been a lapsus pennz. This being the 
case, how could you represent me as the per- 
son framing accusations against the clergy- 
men of all the denominations mentioned 
somewhat ostentatiously, in your last letter? 
Now, however, I assert, that the testimony 
of the Physicians who attended in the Cho- 
lera hospitals, and who periled their lives in 
the duties of their profession, would go far 
to establish the charge as suggested by “a 
Presbyterian.”’ 


name of Reformation. At first they pro- 


Lastly you take great pains to show in all 


-list of duties; enough 
‘écales of comparison: 


if oe to wine, no striker, not given to filthy 


to ordain the most temperate, blameless and 


our letters how ntich you have to de, and} 
ow much leisure “ sanctuary quietude,” re- 
mains on my hands, intimating thereby the 
advantages which my situation gives me over 


e assured, Rev. Sir, that if I thought th 
public could be interested in the detail of m 
avocations, also, could. make out a tolerable } 
rhaps to turn the 

ind easy on the subject of your official oe- 
cupations, I beg to state that I am prepared, 
if God give me health, to stistain the Catho- 
lic argument against atiy or all the clergymen | 
of the Synod or General Assembly, provided 
he or they write with your si re and dd- 
here to the rules. I make this remark not 
by way of boasting, but because you allude 
to, and dwell as I think, too emphatically on 
the multitude of your official duties. My 
confidénce is not in my own abilities, that 
would be a poor and pitiful reliance, but it is 
in my cause;—truth, and her eternal eviden- 
ces. Jno. HuGues. 


BISHOP AND PRESBYTER. 


Are the terms, Bisuor and PressrTer 
used in the New Testument to designate two 
different orders of ministers? 


This question presents the subject to be 
considered in our present number. The 
words, bishop and elder—or presbyter which 


are of frequent occurrence in the New Tes- 
tament. ‘The first of these words (episkopos) 
translated bishop, literally means an over- 
seer. It appears to have been adopted by 
the apostles Dr. Miller remarks) from the 
Greek translation of the Old Testament 
which was in common use among the Chris- 
tians of that day. In this celebrated ver- 
sion, the word is used to designate civil, 
military and ecclesiastical officers of various 
grades. It was no doubt familiar to the 
people as a title of office in the time of the 
apostles, and for this reason, probably, as 
well as for its significancy, was used by 
them to designate officers in the church of 
Christ- In the use of the term, it uniformly 
means a spiritual overseer. 

The word presbyter (presbuteros) generally 
translated, elder, in. the New Testament, 
primarily signifies an aged person. As per- 
sons advanced in years were usually selected 
to fill important stations of dignity and au- 
thority among the Jews, the word became a 
title of office. The rulers of their syna- 
gogues, cities, and of their nation were called 
elders. Hence it was very natural for the 
apostles, who had been educated Jews, to 
borrow this term to designate the ministers 
and rulers of the church. Of these two titles, 
it appears that presbyter or elder, in ancient 
times, was the more Lencenal but as times 
and things are changed the significancy of 
words must also change to correspond with 
them. Hence with many at the present day, 
bishop, is esteemed the more heodarkble 
title. ‘*Presbyter is expressive of authority, 
Bishop, of duty; the former implies the dig- 
nity of a_ruler, the latter conveys the idea of 
the work”? to be performed.* 

To return to the question—are these titles 
employed by inspired writers to designate 
two different grades of ministers set apart to 
preach the Gospel? To this question the 


should be the end of all controversy, in the 
manner in which they use them. They em- 
ploy them as convertible terms. This is evi- 
dent from the following passages. 

Acts xxix: 17, 28. ‘6 And from Miletus 
he [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the 
presbyters [ presbuterous, in our translation, 
elders] of the church. " And when théy were 
come to him he said unto them; Take heed 
unto yourselves and to all the flock over 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you bishops 
[episkopous, in our translation, overseers] to 
feed the church of God which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood.” The same per- 
sons who are here called presbyters in the 
17th verse, are styled bicbae in ‘the 28th. 
And this conversion of terms corresponds 
with the distinction noticed above. The 
inspired writer in speaking of their receiving 
a message from Paul to meet him, calls them 
Presbyters, a title designating their office; 
but when the Apostle gives them a solemn 
charge to be faithful in the ministry, he calls 
them Bishops, a title expressive of the work to 
which they were appointed. Here we have the 
fact that the same persons are called bishops 
and presbyters. And here too we have seve- 
ral bishops in one city. ‘The church is spoken 
of as one flock over which they are overseers. 
These facts are wholly irreconcilable with 
the principles of modern diocesan episcopacy. 
Instead of several bishops placed as spiritual 
watchmen over the church in one city—one 
bishop is made the overseer of many presby- 
ters and churches scattered through the cities 
and country of a large state or kingdom; 
and sometimes of several states. 

Another passage which gives light on this 
subject may be found in Paul’s Epistle to the 
Philippians; chap. i: 1. ** Paul and Timo- 
theus the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the 
saints in Christ Jesus, which are at Philippi 
‘with the Bishops and Deacons.”? Here too 
we find the Apostle-addressing a number of 
bishops in a single city.--They evidently could 
not have been diocesan bishops. For it is 
admitted on all hands that the church at 
Philippi was not at this time a Metropolitan 
| 

Another passage to our purpose is in the 
Epistle to The. Apostle Paul 
addressing this Evangelist says—‘* For this 
cause, I left thee in Crete, that thou shouldst 
set in order the things that are wanting, and 
ordain elders (Presbyters) in every city as 1 
had appointed thee.—If any be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, having faithful chil- 
dren not accused of riot or unruly. For a 
bishop must be blameless as the steward of 
God; not self-willed, not soon angry, not 


ucre, &c.”? Here the Apostle directs Titus 


faithful believers Presbyters of the churches, 
and the reason he assigns for appointing to 
this office men of the character here describ- 
ed is—that a BISHOP MUST BE BLAMELESS, 
evidently meaning that presbyter and bishop 
are the same office.—To suppose that he here 
speaks of different grades of ministers, is to 
suppose he uses language without force; a 
charge which no man, acquainted with the 
writings of Paul, will bring against him. 


terms that bishop and presbyter are names of 
one and the same office. In his Ist Epistle} 


v: 1, 2, he says “the Elders (Presbyters) 
which are among you, I exhort who am also 


‘Chtist: Feed the flock of 


whieh 
among yo, laking the oversight thereof— 
is, performing the du 
e |} not-for fil of ind? 


rou in the conducting of this controversy: } 


has the same meaning .as the word elder—|_ 


Apostles have given a-decided answer, which | Bet 


The Apostle Peter, also, tells us in direct | 02 


an Elder, and a wituess of the oe . 


ucre, but of a ready min 


fice. | 

The passages of Scripture, here quoted a 
pear to be conclusive widens im support of 
the followihg propositiona; viz. | 
i. That Presbyter and Bishop are one 
the same office. 


2. That there was a plurality of Bi 
set over the church or churches in a single 
city, as at Ephesus, Philippi,and ia the cities. 
of Crete. | | 

8. That the Bishops were the Pastors of 
the churches. Their offices and duties were 
the same as those of Presbyterian Bishops at 
the present day. Tora. 
— South: Rel. Tel. | 


BAYARD ON THE CONSTITUTION. 


A BRIEF so of the Constitution of the United 
-™ States: with an appendix, containing the Declara- 
tion of Independence and the articles of Confederation- 
By James Bayerd. 


PARKER’S PROGRESSIVE EXERCISES:. 


Progressive Exereises in ‘Composition. By R- 
Principal of the lin Grammar School.. 
ston. 


A DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY ;: 
pr gm the most eminent Characters of all 
nations, and professions. By R. A. Davenport. First 
American edition, with numerous additions, corrections, 
and mprovements. For sale by 
FRENCH & PERKINS, 
159 Chesnut street. 


W HETHAM & D’HART, No. 22 South Fourth street, 
will shortly publish a small work in convenient form. 
entitled ““P e to die’ Christian counsel to the sick,” by 
Rev. S. G. Winchester, pastor of the sixth Presbyterian 
Church Philadelphia. e design of this little book is ex- 
pressed by calling it “ a present for a sick friend.” 


ASHMEAD’S SERMONS. 


GERMONS by the late Rev. William Ashmead. With 
a memoir of his life, 1 vol. 8vo. For sale by 
Frencu &. Perxins, 
159 Chesnut street. 


IN PRESS, 


AND soon wiil be published by Whetham and D’Hart, 
No. 22 south Fourth street, the second edition of the 
Canon of the Uld and New Testament by the Rev. Dr. 
Alexander. In this edition, will be given the preface to: 
the English edition. . | 
A large assortment of School Books and stationary con- 
stsntly on hand. | ‘ 


BN GLISH CHEESE, &c.—Just received per ship 
Montezuma, Stilton and Double Gloucester Cheese, 
for sale by the basket or at retail. Also 34 casks of Day 
& Martin’s Blacking at 25 per ct lower than former prices. 
For sale at 2444 Market:street above Seventh, south side 
and at the corner of Second and Dock streets. . 
BALDWIN & COLTON. 


{RIED APPLES.—48 Barrels New Englard Dried 

Apples just received and for sale at the Temperance 
Stores 444i Market streei above Seventh, and S.*W. 
corner of Second and Doc ' 


k streets. 
BALDWIN & COLTON. 
Also—2O bbis New York City DRIED BEEF, a supe- 


rior article for family use. 
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Greenwich—Rev S$ Lawrence 


South Sharp-street. 
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H. Mustard 
Williamsport—Rev I. Keller 
Herbert's Roads—Rev W Fin- 
ra E Q Keasb ney 

bury—Rev C Williamson |CharlesTown—J N Black,P.M. 
Pittegrove—Rev G W Janvier | Princess dnne—-Rev R M Laird 
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New Brunswick—RevJ H Jones|Westminster—-Rev N Harned 
Hacketstown—RKev J Campbell A Campbell 
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Kline's Mills—Benj M‘Dowell 


Pennington—Rev B Ogden (|Washtngton—J Kennedy 
Asbury—Rev J R Castner do. ---Rev James Laurie, DD 
Flemington--Rev J F Clark (|Alexandria—Rev.E Harrison 
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diff 
Newark—Gen I Andruss 


Fredericksburg—Rev. S.B.Wil- 
PENNSYLVANIA. — 


i we in. 
Witkesbarre—Rev N Murray | Lexington—Rev J Pam 
Newt own—Rev Alex Boyd Lewisburg,—-Rev J M 
Huntingdon—Rev John Peebles) yartinsburgh—A C r 

Upper Octorara—Rev J Latta | Palm 
Port Carbon—E S Warne Waynesboretigh—RevJC Willson 
Marietta—J A Sterrit | Polsley’s Mills—Rev C Bristol 
Clarke’s Ferry—Rev M B Pat-| wount Laurel-Rev T A Ogden 

tarson Brownsburg--Rev J Morrison 

Somerset Town—Rev Terry} Jas Kerr 
Shaver's Creek—T I Keating NORTH CAROLINA, 
Newville—Rev R M‘Cachran | Philadeiphus-—-Rev A Buie 
Landisburg—Rev J M Olmstead Miranda, Rowan co, Rev A ¥ 
Rev ABQ 
Dillsburg—Rev uay Bethany Church--H R Hali Esq 
Shippensburg—Rev H R Wilson! HNPharr | 
Mercersburg—David Dupwod) M‘Iver 
Wyalusing—Rev G Printz _ Fayetteville—Rev C M‘Iver 
Brown’s Milis—Richard Hope | Raleigh: vW M‘Pheeters, DD 
Kishacoquillas—Rev W Annan) yorgantown—Rev J Silliman 
Cochranvilie—Rev R White 
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geon - 

M‘fAllistertown--H Wilson, Esq}. 
Millerstown--Rev B E Collina |, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Chanceford--Rev Martin, DD} Milts—Rev D Humphreys 
Bath—B D Barnes, Esq ALABAMA. 
Buffalo-—-Rev Dr Anderson M Lewis, P. M 
East Waterford—Rev J Coulter| Florence—Rev J L Sloss 
Sunbury—Rev W R Smith Tuscumbia—Dr-J L Prout 
Mifflintown—Rev J Hutchinson) Moulton— Rev M‘Millan | 
Chambersburg—Rev 


Denny 
Oil Creek—Rev G W Hampson} 
Jefferson—Rev G Vaneman 
Brandywine Manor—Rev JN C 


Grier 

Columbia— Rev W F Houston |Pert Gibson--Rev Z Butler 
Washingtsn—Rev D Elliott TENNESSEE.. 
Hoguestown—Rev J Williamson) Colyumbus—J Love, Esq 
New Bedford—Rev W Nesbit i@aiiatin,—Rev J K Bain 
Waterford—Rev P Hassinger |C/arkesville—Rev H Patten 

new’s Mills—Rev J Glenn- |Tyentox—Rev J L Sloan © 

altsbur, ev u J rtsficld~Rev 
Jersey S J Galas Hartsfield—Rev Hodge 
Ligonier—Rev wan 
W Mont mery|Daenville—M G Youce, Esq. 
Alexandria--J Porter, Esq ¢—Rev Jas C Barnes. 
Union Furnace—M Wallace,Esq| Richmend—Hev J H Brown 
Three Springs-Rev echan]. 
Willlamepere—Dr. W R Powers Lexington--D A Sayre, Esq 
Gibson —Rev Isaac Todd Shelbyville-—Joa. Venable, Esq 
Ennisville—S Rainey Frankfort—Rev J T Edgar | 
; |Louisvtlle—RevG W 

M‘Connellsburgh-A Sh e rfield—Rev W Scott 
Licking Creek--Thomas Speer 


INDIANA, 
Murraysville,—Rev. S. MOont-| gyeckville—Rev. J. C. Crow 


gomery Corydon— Rev Alex. Williamson. 
Cent revilleT M. Indianopolis-—-Rev E H Cox. 
Martin’s Creek—Rev Robt Love! piggmington—Rev Reed- 
York— C Hambly, Esq \Princeton—J Lagow 

Newburgh —John Cc Smith Seritinel—Rev A Craig 
Dundaff—John Irving OHIO 
Patterson’: Mills—-Jas Patter-| Millersburg—-T Bell 
Marshaliville—Rev 8 Clelland’ 
Zanesville—Rev J Culbertson 
Yellow Spring—Rev A Poage 
'Miamisburgh--Rev J L. Belville- 
ae Carlisle--Rev } Cunning—- 


LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans—-W W Caldwell 


MISSISSIPPI. 


KENTUCKY. 


son, P M 
Icksburg--Andrew Linn, Esq 
Landisburg—-Samuel Li 
Murronsville—Hugh Lee, 
Fairview-—Rev J Easton - 


Mercer--Rev S Tait 


Chester--Rev A H Parker F or 
Frederick —Rev J M‘Kinney 
Hickory~-Rev Alex Donnan ten—Rev W Jones 
NEW YORK. Franklin--Rev A Aten 
New York—James Moorhead, Bucyrus—Rev R Lee 
Bookseller, 121 Clinton st. |Loudonville—Revy W Hughes 
do. do.—C M‘Auley, No. 342|Washington—Rev T'B rk 
‘Greenwich street West Alexandria—Rery § Miller: 
albany—S. Steel. Athens—Revy Cowles * 
West Mendon--Horace Wheeler Hillsborough——Rev D Blythe 
Virgul—Rev W J Bradford Cumberland—-Rev W Wallace 


Johnstown--Rev John G Smart! Rellefontainie—Rev. Joseph Sie- . 


Sackett’s Harbour—-Rev S phenson 
Snowden J. Lockheart 
Yorktown--Rev R jCincinnati--H B Fun 


Peekskili—Rev W Ma Red Oak--Rev J 


South East---Samuel Brewster 3 Rowland 
densburg—A Abbot West Union—J M*Clun, Esq 
unter—Ephraim JSumsén | Mont Rev L G Gaines 


Lewville-hev I Clinton J Hunt 


Ellisburgh—Rev C Burge Willia h—Rev R 
Knowlesville—Rev D 
Andover—Revy J Bellbrook—Rev J S Weaver 


J cer. 
White Plains—Rev C tong 
Barre—Kev A Rawson 
Angelica—Rev M Hunter 


Piqua—Rev J Coe 
Norwich---Rev S Wilson 


ILLINOIS. 
Mount Morris] Rev J B vandalia—Rex W K Stewart 
Bedford—Rev J Green |Golconda— Rev B F Spilman 
Eija—Rev G Colton _ [De Wittse--Rev A 
J Jacksonville~-Rey W J Fraser 
Jackson —Nathan Colt MICHIGAN ITORY.. 
Schenectady—John Matthews IDetroit—John 
Farrin 
Buffaloe B. Moorb MASSACHUSETTS. 


Bradferd—Revy G B Perry 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Caledonia—J R Clark, P M Peterborough—Rev P Holt 


Bloomingsburg-Rev HConnelly 
Wyoming—Revel Baker tou--J Dawsun 
DELAWAKE. UPPER CANADA. 


York, Rev. James Harris 
Wilmington—Rev. Rob. Adair; sate, Hev.A Bell 
Loveville—Rev.. Thos Loye 


* Dr. Miller’s Letters. 


NEW BRUNSWICK 
Nevtark—Rev. S. Bell edericton ~—F 
Middleford—J.S Copes Miramichi—Rev J M‘ 
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~ 


The Apostle in this , ssi - 


Russelville—Rev S H Morrison 


CONTROVERSY. No. I. in-attemp 
‘am ex rem ily. Happy, to have | 
tint. nit Gon ids dation, “that of our sents Fresby ters as Bishops ef the flock and 
ers, er ms. he truth ol exhorts them te orm the: duties of their of- 
: 
3 
were recommended by our Saviour, and the ; 
Berzeans bY his apostle to read the Scriptures | 
I admit it, but all that goes no farther than tc : 
prove that they are profitable, &c. St. Pau : : 
commends his disciple for having been ac 
quainted with the Scripture from his child ee 
| hvod; [ admit it, but St. Peter tells us that 
there are persons who wrest the Scriptures éa eee 
their own destruction. Where then, I repeat 
the question, is the Scriptural warrant, for 
making the “ Bible alone” our rule of faith ? 
lil. What do you mean by the Bible 
he alone? Is it the Bible on the shelf of your | 4 
Or is it the Bible as you peruse it | 
, The former cannot be your rule of faith, and | 
,. the latter is not the Bible alone, but you and = 
the Bible together. Do you then, Rev. Sir, | 
| look upon yourself and the Bible together as | 
constituting that infallible rule established _ 4 
by Christ? 
| 
* | 
| 
| 
dge.—Dr. W. Sumner | 
4: 


